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Welcome to Economics! Over the next semester prepare to take a voyage through the world of economics.  Together we will explore the concepts that make the economy function in today’s world.  In economics, students will work by themselves and in groups to study, analyze and interpret the ways of the economy.  Although at times it may seem difficult, it is definitely not impossible.  I wish to help you succeed but to do well it takes hard work and a positive attitude. 

The units we will study are: The Foundation of Economics, Economic Systems, Free Enterprise, Market Structures, Businesses, Supply and Demand, the Price System, Money and Banking, GDP, Monetary and Fiscal Policy, Federal Reserve, Personal Finance, Labor, Wages, Unions and Unemployment.  


What you will need:


A three-ringed binder or a notebook (with folders) for notes and handouts

Lined paper


Pens (blue or black)


Colored pencils 


Calculator 

Index Cards 


Highlighter


                 











Grading: YOU will decide at the beginning of the semester what grade you are willing to work for!  Assignments are graded on a point scale.

Grades will be determined by the following criteria:



Class work and Homework

Current Events



Test Reviews



Tests and Quizzes



Papers and Projects



Final 













        

Homework, Projects and Tests:

* Students can expect to be assigned up to 30 minutes of homework Monday through Thursday. Homework over the weekend or holiday is unusual. 
* Copied work or other forms of cheating will result in a “0”.
* Homework is due the day after it is assigned.  If you are absent you will have as many days you were absent to make up the assignments. 

*Test day absences are almost unforgivable! If you are absent on the day of a test you must make it up within the number of days you were absent.  (Absent two days, you must make up the test within two days. Absent one day you must make up the test the day you return!) It is the STUDENT’S responsibility to arrange the make-up. If you cut class the day of a test, no make-up will be given.

Classroom Policies and Procedures:

Late Work: I will accept late work for all major projects and or assignments that are worth more than 10 points! Your late work will be graded for up to half credit. 
Make up Work: In the event of an absence, it is the student’s responsibility to make up all work. There will be a binder in the back of the classroom that contains any of the handouts you would have missed. As for lecture notes, you will need to ask a classmate for theirs and make a copy of them. You will have as many days you were absent to make up the work you missed. 

Revision Policy: Revisions on major assignments as well as test and quiz retakes will be an opportunity given to you for added support. It will be your responsibility to set up a time to complete revisions/make up tests with one of us within a week of the grade being given back. 

Attendance Policy: An absence policy has been reinstated to participate in graduation ceremonies.  Senior students are allowed no more than 120 cumulative class period absences in order to participate in the Samohi graduation ceremony.  This number is for both excused and unexcused absences and includes college visits.  

Class Expectations:

1. Respect

2. Responsibility

3. Risks 

Communication: In the case of any concerns from either parents or students please contact us please use the following contact information: 

Mr. Phelan: jphelan@smmusd.org
Your failure to plan is not my emergency…

Best way to help yourself be successful in our class


Highlight your notes every night.


Recap your notes at the end of lecture


Re-teach the lesson to your mom, dad, sibling, or dog. 


Flash Cards!!! Make them after every lecture! 


Turn things in on time! 

Set yourself up for success


Come to class on time!


Come to class prepared


Be (or get) organized!


Keep all your notes in one place and in order

Hold on to all handouts (put them in a section of your binder)


Ask questions!


Learn from your mistakes


Minimize distractions. (Leave your phone in your pocket or bag)


Sit where you can focus on class, not on the gossip of the day


Plan ahead


If you need help with supplies ask me. 

I have read and understand the classroom expectations/policies as well as ways to be successful in economics.

_______________________

______________________

Student Signature



  Parent Signature

