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Hierarchy of Power in Iran: One Man Above All Others

Elections aside, Iran is ruled from the top by a supreme Po—
leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamene, whose sweeping powers oy This elite force, perhaps 120,000 strong, has Pl i oran
extend in all directions. He is pre-eminent among five power o emerged as Iran's most powerful organization. !

that operates

Revolutionary  chamenei, as commander, appoints s top ey

Guard leadership, but it is not monolithic. Ahmadinejad has
close ties to the Guard, which has gone along with
post-election repression. Miltary officers in Iran

centers in Iran, s identified by experts on the country and
ranked here in order of importance. BILL MARSH
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Khamenei, below, has P forces Atleft, Khamenei
long had the most power. < with a Guard officer.
The recent crackdown on National
protesters of the election Security
resulls indicates that he may be Council

granting greater influence to the
miltary and
securty
apparatus.
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Council Khamenei has used Mahmoud -
Ahmadinefad (below) (o increase  APPOINS - LOVALISTS
‘This council of six clerics (who wield the hardline conservative influence s placed
most influence) and six jurists (who are throughout the government by thousands of
largely functionaries) is a powerful brake on replacing loyalists of allies in and
liberalization and reform. Ayatollah Ahmed former leaders. atop important
judiciary, Jannati (below), the council's chairman, is a Previous presidents ministries,
g who strong backer of President Ahmadinejad. were less beholden to including those
a "l Khamenei and acted i S
» appoints * The council controls elections. e deckodicel elections, media
. six other « It determines who can run counterweights. and internal
council  Ithas the power to block all securty
w members. laws enacted by Parliament.
“ Itis the regime’s gatekeeper, = PARLIAMENT
snuffing out reformist Has no
v efforts where they supervisory
surface. Approves candidates, reviews legislation power over
supreme leader
ASSEMBLY OF EXPERTS Selects, and in theory can remove EXPEDIENCY COUNCIL Resolves disputes Is subject to
and replace the supreme leader. But the Assembly has been between Guardian Council and Parliament, being overruled
quiet of late. Headed by former President All Akbar Hashemi as well as maters referred to it by the by Guardian
Rafsanjani, a conservative pragmatist opposed to Ahmadinejad supreme leader. Headed by Rafsanjani Council





