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The Train Station in Orizaba, Mexico, 1877 In the last decades of the nineteenth century Mexico's 
political leaders actively promoted economic development. The railroad became the symbol of this ideal. 
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Between 1836 and 1848 Mexico lost 50 percent of 
its territory to the United States. In the political 

crisis that followed, reformers, called liberals, fought 
conservatives for control of the nation. The liberal 
Benito Jwirezo dominated this era as a war leader and 
a symbol of Mexican nationalism. Many have com
pared him to his contemporary, Abraham Lincoln. 
Juarez began his life in poverty. An Amerindian or
phan, he became a lawyer and political reformer. He 
helped drive the dictator Antonio Lopez de Santa 
Anna from power in 1854 and helped lead efforts to 
reduce the power of the Catholic Church and the mil
itary. He later served as chief justice of the Supreme 
Court and as president. 

When conservatives rebelled against the Consti
tution of 1857, Juarez assumed the presidency and led 
liberal forces to victory. Mexico's conservatives turned 
to Napoleon III of France, who sent an army that sus
pended the constitution and imposed Archduke Max
imilian ofHabsburg, brother of Emperor Franz Joseph 
of Austria, as emperor. But the French army could not 
defeat Juarez, and Mexican resistance was eventually 
supported by U.S. diplomatic pressure. When the 
French left, Maximilian was captured and executed. 
This victory over a powerful foreign enemy redeemed 
a nation that had earlier been humiliated by the 
United States. But the creation of democracy proved 
more elusive than the protection of Mexican sover
eignty. Despite the Mexican constitution's prohibition 
of presidential reelection, Juarez would serve as pres
ident until his death in 1872. 

Despite cycles of political violence like that expe
rienced by Mexico, the nineteenth century witnessed 
a radical transformation of the Western Hemisphere. 
Spurred by the American and French revolutions (see 
Chapter 21) and encouraged by nationalism and the 
ideal of political freedom, most of the region's nations 
achieved independence, although Mexico and others 
faced foreign interventions. 

Throughout the nineteenth century the new na
tions in the Western Hemisphere wrestled with the dif-

Benito Juarez (beh-NEE-toh WAH-rez) 

ficult questions that independence raised. If colonies 
could reject submission to imperial powers, could not 
regions with distinct cultures, social structures, and 
economies refuse to accept the political authority of 
the newly formed nation-states? How could nations 
born in revolution accept the political strictures of 
written constitutions-even those they wrote them
selves? How could the ideals of liberty and freedom 
exp,ressed in those constitutions be reconciled with 
the denial of rights to Amerindians, slaves, recent im
migrants, and women? 

While trying to resolve these political questions, 
the new nations also attempted to promote economic 
growth. But colonial economic development, with its 
emphasis on agricultural and mining exports, inhib
ited efforts to promote diversification and industrial
ization, just as the legacy of class and racial division 
thwarted the realization of political ideals. 

As you read this chapter, ask yourself the follow
ing questions: 

• What were the causes of the revolutions for inde
pendence in Latin America? 

• What major political challenges did Western Hemi
sphere nations face in the nineteenth century? 

• How did abolitionism, the movement for women's 
rights, and immigration change the nations of the 
Western Hemisphere? 

• How did industrialization and new agricultural 
technologies affect the environment? 

INDEPENDENCE IN LATIN 

AMERICA, I 800- I 830 
7S' 

As the eighteenth century drew to a close, Spain and 
Portugal held vast colonial possessions in the West

ern Hemisphere, although their power had declined 
relative to that of their British and French rivals. Both 
Iberian empires had reformed their colonial adminis
tration and strengthened their military forces in the 
eighteenth century. Despite these efforts, the same eco
nomic and political forces that had undermined British 
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rule in the colonies that became the United States were 
present in Spanish America and Brazil. 

Roots of 
Revolution, 
to 1810 

The great works of the Enlight
enment as well as revolutionary 
documents like the Declaration 
of Independence and the Dec-
laration of the Rights of Man 

circulated widely in Latin America by 1800, but very few 
colonial residents desired to follow the examples of the 
American and French Revolutions (see Chapter 21). 
Local-born members of Latin America's elites and mid
dle classes were frustrated by the political and economic 
power of colonial officials and angered by high taxes and 
imperial monopolies. But it was events in Europe that 
first pushed the colonies towards independence. Na
poleon's decision to invade Portugal (1807) and Spain 
(1808), not revolutionary ideas, created the crisis oflegit
imacy that undermined the authority of colonial officials, 
and ignited Latin America's struggle for independence. 

In 1808 as a French army neared Lisbon, the royal 
family of Portugal fled to Brazil. King John VI maintained 
his court there for over a decade. In Spain, in contrast, 
Napoleon forced King Ferdinand VII to abdicate and 
placed his own brother, Joseph Bonaparte, on the throne. 
Spanish patriots fighting against the French created a 
new political body, the Junta ° Central, to administer the 
areas they controlled. Most Spaniards viewed the Junta 
as a temporary patriotic institution created to govern 
Spain while the king remained a French prisoner. The 
Junta, however, claimed the right to exercise the king's 
powers over Spain's colonies, and this claim provoked a 
crisis. 

Large numbers of colonial residents in Spanish 
America, perhaps a majority, favored obedience to the 
Junta Central. A vocal minority, which included many 
wealthy and powerful individuals, objected. The dis
senters argued that they were subjects of the king, not 
dependents of the Spanish nation. Theywanted to create 
local juntas and govern their own affairs until Ferdinand 
regained the throne. Spanish loyalists in the colonies re
sisted this tentative assertion oflocal autonomy and thus 
provoked armed uprisings. In late 1808 and 1809 popu
lar movements overthrew Spanish colonial officials in 
Venezuela, Mexico, and Alto Peru (modern Bolivia) and 
created local juntas. In each case, Spanish officials quickly 
reasserted control and punished the leaders. Their harsh 
repression, however, further polarized public opinion in 
the colonies and gave rise to a greater sense of a separate 

Junta (HUN-tah) 

American nationality. By 1810 Spanish colonial authori
ties were facing a new round of revolutions more clearly 
focused on the achievement of independence. 

Spanish South 
America, 
1810-1825 

In Caracas (the capital city of 
modern Venezuela) a revolu
tionary Junta led by creoles 
(colonial-born whites) declared 
independence in 1811. Al

though this group espoused popular sovereignty and rep
resentative democracy, its leaders were large landowners 
who defended slavery and opposed full citizenship for 
the black and mixed-race majority. Their aim was to 
expand their own privileges by eliminating Spaniards 
from the upper levels of Venezuela's government and 
from the church. The junta's narrow agenda spurred loy
alists in the colonial administration and church hierar
chy to rally thousands of free blacks and slaves to defend 
the Spanish Empire. Faced with this determined resis
tance, the revolutionary movement placed overwhelm
ing political authority in the hands of its military leader 
Sim6n Bolfvaro (1783-1830), who later became the pre
eminent leader of the independence movement in Span
ish South America. 

The son of wealthy Venezuelan planters, Bolivar had 
studied both the classics and the works of the Enlighten
ment. He used the force of his personality to mobilize 
political support and to hold the loyalty of his troops. 
Defeated on many occasions, Bolivar successfully adapted 
his objectives and policies to attract new allies and build 
coalitions. Although initially opposed to the abolition of 
slavery, for example, he agreed to support emancipation 
in order to draw slaves and freemen to his cause and to 
gain supplies from Haiti. Bolivar was also capable of us
ing harsh methods to ensure victory. Attempting to force 
resident Spaniards to join the rebellion in 1813 he pro
claimed: "Any Spaniard who does not ... work against 
tyranny in behalf of this just cause will be considered an 
enemy and punished; as a traitor to the nation, he will 
inevitably be shot by a firing squad." 1 

Between 1813 and 1817 military advantage shifted 
back and forth between the patriots and loyalists. Boli
var's ultimate success was aided by his decision to enlist 
demobilized English veterans of the Napoleonic Wars 
and by a military revolt in Spain in 1820. The English vet
erans, hardened by combat, helped improve the battle
field performance of Bolivar's army. The revolt in Spain 
forced Ferdinand VII-restored to the throne in 1814 af
ter the defeat of Napoleon-to accept a constitution that 

Sim6n Bolivar (see-MOAN bow-LEE-varh) 
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C H R 0 N 0 L 0 G Y 
United States and Canada Mexico and Central America 

1789 U.S. Constitution ratified 

1803 Louisiana Purchase 

1812-1815 Warof1812 

1836 Texas gains independence 
from Mexico 

1845 Texas admitted as a state 

1848 Women's Rights Convention 
in Seneca Falls, New York 

1861-1865 Civil War 
1867 Creation of Dominion of 

Canada 

1876 Sioux and allies defeat U.S. 
Army in Battle of Little Bighorn 

1879 Thomas Edison develops 
incandescent lamp 

1890 "Jim Crow" laws enforce 
segregation in South 

1890s United States becomes 
world's leading steel producer 

--......-

1810-1821 Mexican movement 
for independence 

1846-1848 War between Mexico 
and the United States 

1847-1870 Caste War 
185 7 Mexico's new constitution 

limits power of Catholic church 
and military 

1862-1867 French invade 
Mexico 

1867 Emperor Maximilian 
executed 

I. 

II 

II 

ll 

South America 

1808 Portuguese royal family 
arrives in Brazil 

1808-1809 Revolutions for 
independence begin in Spanish 
South America 

1822 Brazil gains independence 

1850 Brazilian slave trade ends 
1865-1870 Argentina, Uruguay, 

and Brazil wage war against 
Paraguay 

1870s Governments of Argentina 
and Chile begin final campaigns 
against indigenous peoples 

1879-1881 Chile wages war 
against Peru and Bolivia; 
telegraph, barbed wire, and 
refrigeration introduced in 
Argentina 

1888 Abolition of slavery in 
Brazil 

limited the powers of both the monarch and the church. 
Colonial loyalists who for a decade had fought to main
tain the authority of monarch and church viewed those 
reforms as unacceptably liberal. 

(see Map 23.1). With Bolivar's encouragement, Peru and 
Bolivia also experimented with unification. Despite his 
prestige, however, all of these initiatives had failed by 
1830. 

With the king's supporters divided, momentum 
swung to the patriots. After liberating present -day 
Venezuela, Colombia, and Ecuador, Bolivar's army occu
pied the area that is now Peru and Bolivia (named for 
Bolivar). Finally defeating the last Spanish armies in 
1824, Bolivar and his closest supporters attempted to 
draw the former Spanish colonies into a formal confed
eration. The first step was to forge Venezuela, Colombia, 
and Ecuador into the single nation of Gran Colombia 

Buenos Aires (the capital city of modern Argentina) 
was the second important center of revolutionary activ
ity in Spanish South America. In Buenos Aires news 
of Ferdinand VII's abdication led to the creation of a 
junta organized by militia commanders, merchants, and 
ranchers, which overthrew the viceroy in 1810. To deflect 
the opposition of loyalists and Spanish colonial officials, 
the junta claimed loyalty to the imprisoned king. After 
Ferdinand regained the Spanish throne, however, junta 
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Map 23.1 latin America by 1830 By 1830 patriot 
forces had overturned the Spanish and Portuguese Empires 
of the Western Hemisphere. Regional conflicts, local wars, 
and foreign interventions challenged the survival of many 
of these new nations following independence. 

leaders dropped this pretense. In 1816 they declared 
independence as the United Provinces of the Rio de la 
Plata. 

Patriot leaders in Buenos Aires at first sought to re
tain control over the territory of the Viceroyalty of Rio de 
la Plata, which had been created in 1776 and included 
modern Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, and Bolivia. But 
Spanish loyalists in Uruguay and Bolivia and a separatist 
movement in Paraguay defeated these ambitions. Even 
within the territory of Argentina, the government in 
Buenos Aires was unable to control regional rivalries and 
political differences. As a result, the region rapidly de
scended into political chaos. 

A weak succession of juntas, collective presidencies, 
and dictators soon lost control over much of the interior 
of Argentina. However, in 1817 the government in 
Buenos Aires did manage to support a mixed force of 
Chileans and Argentines led by Jose de San Martin ° 
(1778-1850), who crossed the Andes Mountains to attack 
Spanish military forces in Chile and Peru. During this 
campaign San Martin's most effective troops were for
mer slaves, who had gained their freedom by enlisting in 
the army, and gauchos, the cowboys of the Argentine 
pampas (prairies). After gaining victory in Chile San 
Martin pushed on to Peru in 1820, but failed to gain a 
clear victory there. The violent and destructive uprising 
of Tupac Amaru II in 1780 had traumatized the Andean 
region and made colonists fearful that support for inde
pendence might unleash another Amerindian uprising 
(see Chapter 17). Unable to make progress, San Martin 
surrendered command of patriot forces in Peru to Simon 
Bolivar, who overcame final Spanish resistance in 1824. 

Mexico, 
1810-1823 

In 1810 Mexico was Spain's 
wealthiest and most populous 
colony. Its silver mines were the 
richest in the world, and the 

colony's capital, Mexico City, was larger than any city in 
Spain. Mexico also had the largest population of Spanish 
immigrants among the colonies. Spaniards dominated 
the government, church, and economy. When news of 
Napoleon's invasion of Spain reached Mexico, conser-

Jose de San Martin (hoe-SAY deh san mar-TEEN) 
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Padre Hidalgo The first stage of Mexico's revolution for inde

pendence was led by Padre Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, who rallied 

the rural masses of central Mexico to his cause. His defeat, trial, 

and execution made him one of Mexico's most important political 

martyrs. (Schaalkwijk/Art Resource, NY) 

vative Spaniards in Mexico City overthrew the local 
viceroy because he was too sympathetic to the creoles. 
This action by Spanish loyalists underlined the new real
ity: with the king of Spain removed from his throne by 
the French, colonial authority now rested on brute force. 

The first stage of the revolution against Spain oc
curred in central Mexico. In this region wealthy ranchers 
and farmers had aggressively forced many Amerindian 
communities from their traditional agricultural lands. 
Crop failures and epidemics further afflicted the region's 
rural poor. Miners and the urban poor faced higher food 
prices and rising unemployment. With the power of colo
nial authorities weakened by events in Spain, anger and 
fear spread through towns and villages in central Mexico. 

On September 16, 1810, MiguelHidalgoyCostillao, 
parish priest of the small town of Dolores, rang the 

Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla (mee-GEHL ee-DAHL-go ee cos-TEA-ah) 
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church bells, attracting thousands. In a fiery speech he 
urged the crowd to rise up against the oppression of 
Spanish officials. Tens of thousands of the rural and 
urban poor joined his movement. They lacked military 
discipline and adequate weapons but knew who their 
oppressors were, spontaneously attacking the ranches 
and mines that had been exploiting them. Many 
Spaniards and colonial-born whites were murdered or 
assaulted. At first wealthy Mexicans were sympathetic to 
Hidalgo's objectives, but they eventually supported 
Spanish authorities when they recognized the threat that 
the angry masses following Hidalgo posed to them. The 
military tide quickly turned against Hidalgo and he was 
captured, tried, and executed in 1811. 

The revolution continued under the leadership of 
another priest, Jose Maria Moreloso, a former student of 
Hidalgo's. A more adept military and political leader 
than his mentor, Morelos created a formidable fighting 
force and, in 1813, convened a congress that declared in
dependence and drafted a constitution. Despite these 
achievements, loyalist forces also proved too strong for 
Morelos. He was defeated and executed in 1815. 

Although small numbers of insurgents continued to 
wage war against Spanish forces, colonial rule seemed 
secure in 1820. However, news of the military revolt in 
Spain unsettled the conservative groups and church offi
cials who had defended Spanish rule against Hidalgo 
and Morelos. In 1821 Colonel Agustin de Iturbideo and 
other loyalist commanders forged an alliance with re
maining insurgents and declared Mexico's indepen
dence. The conservative origins of Mexico's transition to 
independence were highlighted by the decision to create 
a monarchial form of government and crown Iturbide as 
emperor. In early 1823, however, the army overthrew 
Iturbide and Mexico became a republic. 

Brazil, to I 831 
The arrival of the Portuguese 
royal family in Brazil in 1808 
helped maintain the loyalty of 

the colonial elite and stimulate the local economy. After 
the defeat of Napoleon in Europe, the Portuguese gov
ernment called for King John VI to return to Portugal. He 
at first resisted this pressure. Then in 1820 the military 
uprising in Spain provoked a sympathetic liberal revolt 
in Portugal, and the Portuguese military garrison in Rio 
de Janeiro forced the king to permit the creation of jun
tas. John recognized that he needed to take dramatic ac-

Jose Maria Morelos (hoe-SAY mah-REE-ah moh-RAY-los) 
Agustin de Iturbide (ah-goos-TEEN deh ee-tur-BEE-deh) 

tion to protect his throne. In 1821 he returned to Portu
gal. Hoping to protect his claims to Brazil, he left his son 
Pedro in Brazil as regent. 

By 1820 the Spanish colonies along Brazil's borders 
had experienced ten years of revolution and civil war, 
and some, like Argentina and Paraguay, had gained in
dependence. Unable to ignore these struggles, some 
Brazilians began to reevaluate Brazil's relationship with 
Portugal. Many Brazilians resented their homeland's 
economic subordination to Portugal. The arrogance of 
Portuguese soldiers and bureaucrats led others to talk 
openly of independence. Rumors circulated that Por
tuguese troops were being sent to discipline Brazil and 
force the regent Pedro to join his father in Lisbon. 

Unwilling to return to Portugal and committed to 
maintaining his family's hold on Brazil, Pedro aligned 
himself with the rising tide of independence sentiment. 
In 1822 he declared Brazilian independence. Pedro's de
cision launched Brazil into a unique political trajectory. 
Unlike its neighbors, which became constitutional re
publics, Brazil gained independence as a constitutional 
monarchy with Pedro I, heir to the throne of Portugal, as 
emperor. 

Pedro I was committed to both monarchy and many 
liberal principles. He directed the writing of the constitu
tion of 1824, which provided for an elected assembly and 
granted numerous protections for political opposition. 
But he made powerful enemies by attempting to protect 
the Portuguese who remained in Brazil from arbitrary 
arrest and seizure of their property. More dangerously 
still, he opposed slavery in a nation dominated by a 
slave-owning class. In 1823 Pedro I anonymously pub
lished an article that characterized slavery as a "cancer 
eating away at Brazil" (see Diversity and Dominance: 
The Afro-Brazilian Experience, 1828). Despite opposi
tion, in 1830 he concluded a treaty with Great Britain to 
end Brazilian participation in the slave trade. The politi
cal elite of Brazil's slave-owning regions opposed the 
treaty and for nearly two decades worked tirelessly to 
prevent enforcement. Pedro also continued his father's 
costly commitment of military forces to control neigh
boring Uruguay. As military losses and costs rose, the 
Brazilian public grew impatient. A small but vocal mi
nority that opposed the monarchy and sought the cre
ation of a democracy used these issues to rally public 
opinion against the emperor. 

Confronted by street demonstrations and violence 
between Brazilians and Portuguese, Pedro I abdicated 
the throne in 1831 in favor of his five-year-old son Pe
dro II. After a nine-year regency, Pedro II assumed full 
powers as emperor of Brazil. He reigned until he was 
overthrown by republicans in 1889. 
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THE PROBLEM OF ORDER, 

1825-1890 ., ~ 
All the newly independent nations of the Western 

Hemisphere had difficulties establishing stable po
litical institutions. The idea of popular sovereignty found 
broad support across the hemisphere. As a result, writ
ten constitutions and elected assemblies were put in 
place, often before the actual achievement of indepen
dence. Even in the hemisphere's two monarchies, Mex
ico and Brazil, the emperors sought to legitimize their 
rule by accepting constitutional limits on their authority 
and by the creation of representative assemblies. Never
theless, widespread support for constitutional order and 
for representative government failed to prevent bitter 
factional conflict, regionalism, and the appearance of 
charismatic political leaders and military uprisings. 

Constitutional 
Experiments 

In reaction to the arbitrary and 
tyrannical authority of colonial 
rulers, revolutionary leaders in 
both the United States and 

Latin America espoused constitutionalism. They be
lieved that the careful description of political powers in 
written constitutions offered the best protection for in
dividual rights and liberties. In practice, however, many 
new constitutions proved unworkable. In the United 
States George Washington, James Madison, and other 
leaders became dissatisfied with the nation's first consti
tution, the Articles of Confederation. They led the effort 
to write a new constitution, which was put into effect in 
1789. In Latin America few constitutions survived the 
rough-and-tumble of national politics. Between 1811 
and 1833 Venezuela and Chile ratified and then rejected 
a combined total of nine constitutions. 

Important differences in colonial political experi
ence influenced later political developments in the 
Americas. The ratification of a new constitution in the 
United States was the culmination of a long historical 
process that had begun with the development of English 
constitutional law and continued under colonial char
ters. Many more residents of the British North American 
colonies had had the experience of voting and holding 
political office than did people in Portuguese and Span
ish colonies. The British colonies provided opportunities 
for holding elective offices in town governments and 
colonial legislatures, and, by the time of independence, 
citizens had grown accustomed to elections, political 
parties, and factions. In contrast, constitutional govern-
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ment and elections were only briefly experienced in 
Spanish America between 1812 and 1814-while Ferdi
nand VII was a prisoner of Napoleon-and this short pe
riod was disrupted by the early stages of the revolutions 
for independence. Brazil had almost no experience with 
popular politics before independence. Despite these dif
ferences in experience and constitutional forms, every 
new republic in the Americas initially limited the right to 
vote to free men of property. 

Democratic passions and the desire for effective self
rule led to significant political reform in the Americas, 
even in some of the region's remaining colonies. British 
Canada was divided into separate colonies and territo
ries, each with a separate and distinct government. Po lit
ical life in each colony was dominated by a provincial 
governor and appointed advisory councils drawn from 
the local elite. Elected assemblies existed within each 
province, but they exercised limited power. Agitation to 
end oligarchic rule and make government responsive to 
the will of the assemblies led to armed rebellion in 1837. 
In the 1840s Britain responded by establishing responsi
ble government in each of the Canadian provinces, al
lowing limited self-rule. By the 1860s regional political 
leaders interested in promoting economic development 
realized that railroads and other internal improvements 
required a government with a "national" character. Both 
the U.S. Civil War and raids from U.S. territory into 
Canada by Irish nationalists attempting to force an end 
to British control of Ireland gave the reform movement a 
sense of urgency and focused attention on the need to 
protect the border. Negotiations led to the Confedera
tion of 1867, which included the provinces of Ontario, 
Quebec, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia. The Confed
eration that created the new Dominion of Canada with a 
central government in Ottawa (see Map 23.2) was hailed 
by one observer as the "birthday of a new nationality."2 

The path to effective constitutional government was 
rockier to the south. Because neither Spain nor Portugal 
had permitted anything like the elected legislatures and 
municipal governments of colonial North America, the 
drafters of Latin American constitutions were less con
strained by practical political experience. As a result, 
many of the new Latin American nations experimented 
with untested political institutions. For example, Simon 
Bolivar, who wrote the first constitutions of five South 
American republics, included in Bolivia's constitution a 
fourth branch of government that had "jurisdiction over 
the youth, the hearts of men, public spirit, good cus
toms, and republican ethics." 

Most Latin American nations found it difficult to de
fine the political role of the Catholic Church after inde
pendence. In the colonial period the Catholic Church 
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DIVERSITY AND DOMINANCE 

THE AFRO-BRAZILIAN EX PERl ENCE, 1828 

Brazil was the most important destination for the At
lantic slave trade. From the sixteenth century to the 

7850s more than 2 million African slaves were imported by 
Brazil, roughly twice the number of free European immi
grants who arrived in the same period. Beginning in the 
1820s Great Britain, Brazil's main trading partner, began to 
press for an end to the slave trade. British visitors to Brazil 
became an important source of critical information for 
those who sought to end the trade. 

The following opinions were provided by a British clergy
man, Robert Walsh, who traveled widely in Brazil in 1828 
and 1829. Walsh's account reflects the racial attitudes of 
his time, but his testimony is valuable because of his ability 
to recognize the complex and sometime unexpected ways 
that slaves and black freedmen were integrated into Brazil
ian society. 

[At the Alfandega, or custom house.] ... for the first time I 
saw the Negro population under circumstances so striking to 
a stranger. The whole labour of bearing and moving burdens 
is performed by these people, and the state in which they ap
pear is revolting to humanity. Here were a number of beings 
entirely naked, with the exception of a covering of dirty rags 
tied about their waists. Their skins, from constant exposure 
to the weather, had become hard, crusty, and seamed, resem
bling the coarse black covering of some beast, or like that of 
an elephant, a wrinkled hide scattered with scanty hairs. On 
contemplating their persons, you saw them with a physical 
organization resembling beings of a grade below the rank of 
man . ... Some of these beings were yoked to drays, on 
which they dragged heavy burdens. Some were chained by 
the necks and legs, and moved with loads thus encumbered. 
Some followed each other in ranks, with heavy weights on 
their heads, chattering the most inarticulate and dismal ca
dence as they moved along. Some were munching young 
sugar-canes, like beasts of burden eating green provender 
[animal feed]. and some were seen near water, lying on the 
bare ground among filth and offal, coiled up like dogs, and 
seeming to expect or require no more comfort or accommo
dation, exhibiting a state and conformation so unhuman, 
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that they not only seemed, but actually were, far below the 
inferior animals around them. Horses and mules were not 
employed in this way; they were used only for pleasure, and 
not for labour. They were seen in the same streets, pampered, 
spirited, and richly caparisoned, enjoying a state far superior 
to the negroes, and appearing to look down on the fettered 
and burdened wretches they were passing, as on beings of an 
inferior rank in the creation to themselves .... 

The first impression of all this on my mind, was to shake 
the conviction I had always felt, of the wrong and hardship 
inflicted on our black fellow creatures, and that they were 
only in that state which God and nature had assigned them; 
that they were the lowest grade of human existence, and the 
link that connected it with the brute, and that the gradation 
was so insensible, and their natures so intermingled, that it 
was impossible to tell where one had terminated and the 
other commenced; and that it was not surprising that people 
who contemplated them every day, so formed, so employed, 
and so degraded, should forget their claims to that rank in 
the scale of beings in which modern philanthropists are so 
anxious to place them. I did not at the moment myself recol
lect, that the white man, made a slave on the coast of Africa, 
suffers not only a similar mental but physical deterioration 
from hardships and emaciation, and becomes in time the dull 
and deformed beast I now saw yoked to a burden. 

A few hours only were necessary to correct my first im
pressions of the negro population, by seeing them under a 
different aspect. We were attracted by the sound of military 
music, and found it proceeded from a regiment drawn up in 
one of the streets. Their colonel had just died, and they at
tended to form a procession to celebrate his obsequies. They 
were all of different shades of black, but the majority were 
negroes. Their equipment was excellent; they wore dark jack
ets, white pantaloons, and black leather caps and belts, all 
which, with their arms, were in high order. Their band pro
duced sweet and agreeable music, of the leader's own com
position, and the men went through some evolutions with 
regularity and dexterity. They were only a militia regiment, 
yet were as well appointed and disciplined as one of our reg
iments of the line. Here then was the first step in that grada-
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tion by which the black population of this country ascend in 
the scale of humanity; he advances from the state below 
that of a beast of burden into a military rank, and he shows 
himself as capable of discipline and improvement as a hu
man being of any other colour. 

Our attention was next attracted by negro men and 
women bearing about a variety of articles for sale; some in 
baskets, some on boards and cases carried on their heads. 
They belonged to a class of small shopkeepers, many of 
whom vend their wares at home, but the greater number 
send them about in this way, as in itinerant shops. A few of 
these people were still in a state of bondage, and brought a 
certain sum every evening to their owners, as the produce of 
their daily labour. But a large proportion, I was informed, 
were free, and exercised this little calling on their own ac
count. They were all very neat and clean in their persons, and 
had a decorum and sense of respectability about them, supe
rior to whites of the same class and calling. All their articles 
were good in their kind, and neatly kept, and they sold them 
with simplicity and confidence, neither wishing to take ad
vantage of others, nor suspecting that it would be taken of 
themselves. I bought some confectionary from one of the fe
males, and I was struck with the modesty and propriety of 
her manner; she was a young mother, and had with her a 
neatly dressed child, of which she seemed very fond. I gave it 
a little comfit [candy covered nut], and it turned up its dusky 
countenance to her and then to me, taking my sweetmeat. 
and at the same time kissing my hand. As yet unacquainted 
with the coin of the country, I had none that was current 
about me, and was leaving the articles; but the poor young 
woman pressed them on me with a ready confidence, repeat
ing in broken Portuguese, outo tempo, I am sorry to say, the 
"other time" never came, for I could not recognize her person 
afterwards to discharge her little debt, though I went to the 
same place for the purpose . 

It soon began to grow dark, and I was attracted by a num
ber of persons bearing large lighted wax tapers, like torches, 
gathering before a house. As I passed by, one was put into my 
hand by a man who seemed in some authority, and I was re
quested to fall into a procession that was forming. It was the 
preparation for a funeral, and on such occasions, I learned 
that they always request the attendance of a passing 
stranger, and feel hurt if they are refused. I joined the party, 
and proceeded with them to a neighbouring church. When 
we entered we ranged ourselves on each side of a platform 
which stood near the choir, on which was laid an open cof
fin, covered with pink silk and gold borders. The funeral ser
vice was chanted by a choir of priests, one of whom was a 
negro, a large comely man, whose jet black visage formed a 
strong and striking contrast to his white vestments. He 
seemed to perform his part with a decorum and sense of 

solemnity, which I did not observe in his brethren. After scat
tering flowers on the coffin, and fumigating it with incense, 
they retired, the procession dispersed, and we returned on 
board. I had been but a few hours on shore, for the first time, 
and I saw an African negro under four aspects of society; and 
it appeared to me, that in every one his character depended 
on the state in which he was placed, and the estimation in 
which he was held. As a despised slave, he was far lower than 
other animals of burthen that surrounded him; more miser
able in his look, more revolting in his nakedness, more dis
torted in his person, and apparently more deficient in 
intellect than the horses and mules that passed him by. Ad
vanced to the grade of a soldier, he was clean and neat in his 
person, amenable to discipline, expert at his exercises, and 
showed the port [sic.] and being of a white man similarly 
placed. As a citizen, he was remarkable for the respectability 
of his appearance, and the decorum of his manners in the 
rank assigned him; and as a priest. standing in the house of 
God, appointed to instruct society on their most important 
interests, and in a grade in which moral and intellectual fit
ness is required, and a certain degree of superiority is ex
pected, he seemed even more devout in his impressions, and 
more correct in his manners, than his white associates. I 
came, therefore, to the irresistible conclusion in my mind, 
that colour was an accident affecting the surface of a man, 
and having no more to do with his qualities than his 
clothes-that God had equally created an African in the im
age of his person, and equally given him an immortal soul; 
and that an European had no pretext but his own cupidity, 
for impiously thrusting his fellow man from that rank in the 
creation which the Almighty had assigned him, and degrad
ing him below the lot of the brute beasts that perish. 

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS 

1. What was the author's first impression of the Brazilian 
slave population? 

2. How does slavery dehumanize slaves? 

3. What does the author later observe that changes this 
opinion? 

4. What circumstances or opportunities permitted Brazil's 
free blacks to improve their lives? 

Source: Robert Edgar Conrad, Children of God's Fire, A Documentary History of Black 
Slavery in Brazil (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1983), 216-220. Reprinted 
by permission of the author. 
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Map 23.2 Dominion of Canada, 1873 Although independence was not yet achieved and 
settlement remained concentrated along the U.S. border, Canada had established effective political 
and economic control over its western territories by 1873. 

was a religious monopoly that controlled all levels of ed
ucation, and dominated intellectual life. Many early 
constitutions aimed to reduce this power by making ed
ucation secular and by permitting the practice of other 
religions. The church reacted by organizing its allies and 
financing conservative political movements. In Mexico, 
Colombia, Chile, and Argentina conflicts between liber
als who sought the separation of church and state and 
supporters of the church's traditional powers dominated 
political life until late in the nineteenth century. 

Limiting the power of the military proved to be an
other significant stumbling block to the creation of con
stitutional governments in Latin America. The wars for 
independence elevated the prestige of military leaders. 
When the wars were over, Bolivar and other military 
commanders seldom proved willing to subordinate 
themselves to civilian authorities. At the same time, frus
trated by the often-chaotic workings of constitutional 
democracy, few citizens were willing to support civilian 
politicians in any contest with the military. As a result, 

many Latin American militaries successfully resisted 
civilian control. Brazil, ruled by Emperor Pedro I, was the 
principal exception to this pattern. 

Personalist 
Leaders 

Successful patriot leaders in 
both the United States and 
Latin America gained mass fol-
lowings during the wars for in

dependence. They recruited and mobilized popular 
support by using patriotic symbols and by carefully asso
ciating their actions with national objectives. After inde
pendence, many patriot military leaders were able to use 
their personal followings to gain national political lead
ership. George Washington's ability to dominate the 
political scene in the early republican United States an
ticipated the later political ascendancy of revolutionary 
heroes such as Iturbide in Mexico and Bolivar in Gran 
Colombia. In each case, military reputation provided the 
foundation for personal political power. Washington was 
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distinguished from most other early leaders by his will
ingness to surrender power. More commonly, personal
ist leaders relied on their ability to mobilize and direct 
the masses of these new nations rather than on the au
thority of constitutions and laws. Their model was 
Napoleon, who rose from the French army to become 
emperor, not James Madison, the primary author of the 
U.S. Constitution. In Latin America, a personalist leader 
who gained and held political power without constitu
tional sanction was called a caudillo 0 • 

Latin America's slow development of stable political 
institutions made personalist politics more influential 
than they were in the United States. Nevertheless, charis
m~tic politicians in the United States such as Andrew 
Jackson did sometimes challenge constitutional limits to 
their authority, as did the caudillos of Latin America. 

Throughout the Western Hemisphere charismatic 
military men played key roles in attracting mass sup
port for independence movements that were com
monly dominated by colonial elites. Although this 
popular support was often decisive in the struggle for 
independence, the first constitutions of nearly all the 
American republics excluded large numbers of poor 
citizens from full political participation. But nearly 
everywhere in the Americas marginalized groups found 
populist leaders to articulate their concerns and chal
lenge limits on their participation. Using informal 
means, these leaders sought to influence the selection 
of officeholders and to place their concerns in the 
public arena. Despite their success in overturning the 
deference-based politics of the colonial past, this pop
ulist political style at times threatened constitutional 
order and led to dictatorship. 

Powerful personal followings allowed Andrew Jack
son of the United States and Jose Antonio Paezo of 
Venezuela to challenge constitutional limits to their au
thority. During the independence wars in Venezuela and 
Colombia, Paez (1790-1873) organized and led Bolivar's 
most successful cavalry force. Like most of his follow
ers, Paez was uneducated and poor, but his physical 
strength, courage, and guile made him a natural guerrilla 
leader and helped him build a powerful political base in 
Venezuela. Paez described his authority in the follow
ing manner: "[The soldiers] resolved to confer on me the 
supreme command and blindly to obey my will, confi
dent ... that I was the only one who could save them."3 

Able to count on the personal loyalty of his followers, 
Paez was seldom willing to accept the constitutional au
thority of a distant president. 

caudillo (kouh-DEE-yoh) Jose Antonio Paez (hoe-SAYan-TOE
nee-oh PAH-ays) 
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After defeating the Spanish armies, Bolivar pursued 
his dream of forging a permanent union of former Span
ish colonies modeled on the federal system of the United 
States. But he underestimated the strength of nationalist 
sentiment unleashed during the independence wars. 
Paez and other Venezuelan leaders resisted the surren
der of their hard-won power to Bolivar's Gran Colombian 
government in distant Bogota (the capital city of modern 
Colombia). When Bolivar's authority was challenged by 
political opponents in 1829 Paez declared Venezuela's in
dependence. Merciless to his enemies and indulgent with 
his followers, Paez ruled the country as president or dic
tator for the next eighteen years. Despite implementing 
an economic program favorable to the elite, Paez re
mained popular with the masses by skillfully manipulat
ing popular political symbols. Even as his personal 
wealth grew through land acquisitions and commerce, 
Paez took care to present himself as a common man. 

Andrew Jackson (1767-1845) was the first U.S. presi
dent born in humble circumstances. A self-made man 
who eventually acquired substantial property and owned 
over a hundred slaves, Jackson was extremely popu
lar among frontier residents, urban workers, and small 
farmers. Although he was notorious for his untidy per
sonal life as well as for dueling, his courage, individual
ism, and willingness to challenge authority helped attain 
political success as judge, general, congressman, sena
tor, and president. 

During his military career, Jackson proved to be im
patient with civilian authorities. Widely known because 
of his victories over the Creek and Seminole peoples, he 
was elevated to the pinnacle of American politics by his 
celebrated defeat of the British at the Battle of New Or
leans in 1815 and by his seizure of Florida from the Span
ish in 1818. In 1824 he received a plurality of the popular 
votes cast for the presidency, but he failed to win a ma
jority of the electoral votes and was denied the presi
dency when the House of Representatives chose John 
Quincy Adams. 

Jackson's followers viewed his landslide election vic
tory in 1828 and reelection in 1832 as the triumph of 
democracy over the entrenched aristocracy. In office 
Jackson challenged constitutional limits on his author
ity, substantially increasing presidential power at the ex
pense of Congress and the Supreme Court. Like Paez, 
Jackson was able to dominate national politics by blend
ing a populist political style that celebrated the virtues 
and cultural enthusiasms of common people with sup
port for policies that promoted the economic interests of 
some of the nation's most powerful propertied groups. 

Personalist leaders were common in both Latin 
America and the United States, but Latin America's 
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weaker constitutional tradition, more limited protection 
of property rights, lower literacy levels, and less-devel
oped communications systems provided fewer checks 
on the ambitions of popular politicians. The Constitu
tion of the United States was never suspended, and no 
national election result in the United States was ever 
successfully overturned by violence. Latin America's per
sonalist leaders, however, often ignored constitutional 
restraints on their authority, and election results seldom 
determined access to presidential power. As a result, by 
1900 every Latin American nation had experienced peri
ods of dictatorship. 

The Threat of 
Regionalism 

After independence, new na
tional governments were gen
erally weaker than the col9nial 
governments they replaced. In 

debates over tariffs, tax and monetary policies, and, in 
many nations, slavery and the slave trade, regional elites 
often were willing to lead secessionist movements or to 
provoke civil war rather than accept laws that threatened 
their interests. Some of the hemisphere's newly indepen
dent nations did not survive these struggles; others lost 
territories to aggressive neighbors. 

In Spanish America all of the postindependence ef
forts to forge large multistate federations failed. Central 
America and Mexico had been united in the Viceroyalty 
of New Spain and briefly maintained their colonial-era 
administrative ties following independence in 1821. Af
ter the overthrow of Iturbide's imperial rule in Mexico in 
1823, however, regional politicians split with Mexico and 
created the independent Republic of Central America. 
Regional rivalries and civil wars during the 1820s and 
1830s forced the breakup of that entity as well and led to 
the creation of five separate nations. Bolivar attempted 
to maintain the colonial unity of Venezuela, Colombia, 
and Ecuador by creating the nation of Gran Colombia 
with a capital in Bogota. But even before his death in 
1830 Venezuela and Ecuador had become independent 
states. 

During colonial times Argentina, Uruguay, Para
guay, and Bolivia had been united in a single viceroyalty 
with its capital in Buenos Aires. With the defeat of Spain, 
political leaders in Paraguay, Uruguay, and Bolivia de
clared their independence from Buenos Aires. Ar
gentina, the area that remained after this breakup, was 
itself nearly overwhelmed by these powerful centrifugal 
forces. After independence, Argentina's liberals took 
power in Buenos Aires. They sought a strong central 
government to promote secular education, free trade, 
and immigration from Europe. Conservatives domi
nated the interior provinces. They supported . the 

Catholic Church's traditional control of education as 
well as the protection of local textile and winemaking 
industries from European imports. In 1819, when polit
icalleaders in Buenos Aires imposed a national consti
tution that ignored these concerns, the conservatives of 
the interior rose in rebellion. 

After a decade of civil war and rebellions a powerful 
local caudillo, Juan Manuel de Rosas 0 , came to power. 
For more than two decades he dominated Argentina, 
running the nation as if it were his private domain. The 
economy expanded under Rosas, but his use of intimi
dation, mob violence, and assassination created many 
enemies. In 1852 an alliance of foreign and domestic en
emies overthrew him, but a new cycle of provincial ri
valry and civil war prevented the creation of a strong 
central government until1861. 

Regionalism threatened the United States as well. 
The defense of state and regional interests played an im
portant role in the framing of the U.S. Constitution. 
Many important constitutional provisions represented 
compromises forged among competing state and re
gionalleaders. The creation of a Senate with equal repre
sentation from each state, for example, was an attempt 
to calm small states, which feared they might be domi
nated by larger states. The formula for representation in 
the House of Representatives was also an effort to com
promise the divisions between slave and free states. Yet, 
despite these constitutional compromises, the nation 
was still threatened by regional rivalries. 

Slavery increasingly divided the nation into two sep
arate and competitive societies. A rising tide of immigra
tion to the northern states in the 1830s and 1840s began 
to move the center of political power in the House of 
Representatives away from the south. Many southern 
leaders sought to protect slavery by expanding it to new 
territories. They supported the Louisiana Purchase in 
1803 (see Map 23.3), an agreement with France that 
transferred to the United States a vast territory extending 
from the Gulf of Mexico to Canada. Southern leaders 
also supported statehood for Texas and war with Mexico 
(discussed later in the chapter). 

The territorial acquisitions proved a mixed blessing 
to the defenders of slavery because they forced a na
tional debate about slavery itself. Should slavery be al
lowed to expand into new territories? Could slavery be 
protected if new territories eligible for statehood were 
overwhelmingly free? 

In 1860 Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865), who was 
committed to checking the spread of slavery, was elected 
president of the United States. In response, the planter 
elite in the southern states chose the dangerous course 

Juan Manuel de Rosas (huan man-WELL deh ROH-sas) 
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Map 23.3 Territorial Growth of the United States, 1783-1853 The rapid western expansion of the United States resulted 
from aggressive diplomacy and warfare against Mexico and Amerindian peoples. Railroad development helped integrate the trans
Mississippi west and promote economic expansion. 
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of secession from the federal Union. The seceding states 
formed a new government, the Confederate States of 
America, known as the Confederacy. Lincoln was able to 
preserve the Union, but his victory was purchased at an 
enormous cost. The U.S. Civil War (1861-1865), waged by 
southern Confederate forces and northern Union (U.S.) 
forces, was the most destructive conflict in the history of 
the Western Hemisphere. More than 600,000 lives were 
lost before the Confederacy surrendered in 1865. The 
Union victory led to the abolition of slavery. It also trans
ferred national political power to a northern elite com
mitted to industrial expansion and federal support 
for the construction of railroads and other internal 
improvements. 

The Confederate States of America was better pre
pared politically and economically for independence 
than were the successful secessionist movements that 
broke up Gran Colombia and other Spanish American 
federations. Nevertheless, the Confederacy failed, in part 
because of poor timing. The new nations of the Western 
Hemisphere were most vulnerable during the early years 
of their existence; indeed, all the successful secessions 
occurred within the first decades following indepen
dence. In the case of the United States, southern secession 
was defeated by an experienced national government le
gitimated and strengthened by more than seven decades 
of relative stability reinforced by dramatic economic and 
population growth. 

Foreign 
Interventions and 
Regional Wars 

In the nineteenth century 
wars often determined na
tional borders, access to natu
ral resources, and control of 
markets in the Western Hemi

sphere. Even after the achievement of independence, 
some Western Hemisphere nations, like Mexico, had to 
defend themselves against Europe's great powers. Con
tested national borders and regional rivalries also led 
to wars between Western Hemisphere nations. By the 
end of the nineteenth century the United States, Brazil, 
Argentina, and Chile had successfully waged wars 
against their neighbors and established themselves as 
regional powers. 

Within thirty years of independence the United 
States fought a second war with England-the War of 
1812 (1812-1815). The weakness of the new republic was 
symbolized by the burning of the White House and Capi
tol by British troops in 1814. This humiliation was soon 
overcome, however, and by the end of the nineteenth 
century the United States was the hemisphere's greatest 
military power. Its war against Spain in 1898-1899 ere-

ated an American empire that reached from the Philip
pines in the Pacific Ocean to Puerto Rico in the 
Caribbean Sea (see Chapter 27). 

Europe also challenged the sovereignty of Latin 
American nations. During the first decades after inde
pendence Argentina faced British and French naval 
blockades, and British naval forces systematically vio
lated Brazil's territorial waters to stop the importation of 
slaves. Mexico faced more serious threats to its sover
eignty, defeating a weak Spanish invasion in 1829 and a 
French assault on the city ofVeracruz in 1838. 

Mexico also faced a grave threat from the United 
States. In the 1820s Mexico had encouraged Americans 
to immigrate to Texas, which at that time was part of 
Mexico. By the early 1830s Americans outnumbered 
Mexican nationals in Texas by four to one and were ag
gressively challenging Mexican laws such as the prohi
bition of slavery. In 1835 political turmoil in Mexico led 
to a rebellion in Texas by an alliance of Mexican liberals 
and American settlers. Mexico was defeated in a brief 
war, and in 1836 Texas gained its independence. In 1845 
the United States made Texas a state, provoking war 
with Mexico a year later. American forces eventually 
captured Mexico City, and a punitive peace treaty was 
imposed in 1848. Compounding the loss of Texas in 
1837, the treaty of 1848 forced Mexico to cede vast terri
tories to the United States, including present-day New 
Mexico, Arizona, and California. In return Mexico re
ceived $15 million. When gold was discovered in Cali
fornia in 1848, the magnitude of Mexico's loss became 
clear. 

With the very survival of the nation at stake, Mexico's 
liberals took power and imposed sweeping reforms that 
provoked a civil war with the conservatives (1858-1861). 
As mentioned in the chapter opening, the French in
vaded Mexico in 1862, using unpaid government debts 
as an excuse. Mexico's conservatives allied themselves 
with the French invaders, and the president of Mexico, 
Benito Juarez, was forced to flee Mexico City. The French 
then installed the Austrian Habsburg Maximilian as em
peror of Mexico. Juarez organized an effective military 
resistance and after years of warfare drove the French 
army out of Mexico in 1867. After capturing Maximilian, 
Juarez ordered his execution. 

As was clear in the Mexican-American War, wars be
tween Western Hemisphere nations could lead to dra
matic territorial changes. In two wars with neighbors 
Chile established itself as the leading military and eco
nomic power on the west coast of South America. Be
tween 1836 and 1839 Chile defeated the Confederation 
of Peru and Bolivia. In 1879 Chilean and British investors 
in nitrate mines located in the Atacama Desert, a dis-
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Benito Juarez's Triumph over the French Benito Juarez overcame humble origins to lead the overthrow of Emperor 
Maximilian and the defeat of French imperialism. He remains a powerful symbol of secularism and republican virtue in 
Mexico. In this 1948 mural by Jose Clemente Orozco, Juarez's face dominates a scene of struggle that pits Mexican patri
ots against the allied forces of the Catholic Church, Mexican conservatives, and foreign invaders. The artist also celebrates 
the struggle of Mexico's Amerindians and mestizos against the white elite. (Museo Nacional de Historia/CENIDIAP-INBA) 

puted border region, provoked a new war with Peru and 
Bolivia (War of the Pacific). The Chilean army and navy 
won a crushing victory in 1881, forcing Bolivia to cede its 
only outlet to the sea and Peru to yield the rich mining 
districts. 

Argentina and Brazil fought over control of Uruguay 
in the 1820s, but a military stalemate eventually forced 
them to recognize Uruguayan independence. In 1865 Ar
gentina and Uruguay joined Brazil to wage war against 
Paraguay (War of the Triple Alliance, or Paraguayan War). 
After five years of warfare the Paraguayan dictator Fran
cisco Solano L6pezo and more than 20 percent of the 
population of Paraguay had died. Paraguay suffered mil
itary occupation, lost territory to the victors, and was 
forced to open its markets to foreign trade . 

Francisco Solano L6pez (fran-CEES-co so-LAN-oh LOH-pehz) 

Native Peoples 
and the 
Nation-State 

Both diplomacy and military 
action shaped relations be
tween the Western Hemi
sphere's new nation-states and 
the indigenous peoples living 

within them. During late colonial times, to avoid armed 
conflict and to limit the costs of frontier defense, Span
ish, Portuguese, and British imperial governments at
tempted to restrict the expansion of settlements into 
territories already occupied by Amerindians. With inde
pendence, the colonial powers' role as mediator for and 
protector of native peoples ended. 

Still-independent Amerindian peoples posed a sig
nificant military challenge to many Western Hemisphere 
republics. Weakened by civil wars and constitutional 
crises, many of the new nations were less able to main
tain frontier peace than the colonial governments had 
been. After independence Amerindian peoples in Ar
gentina, the United States, Chile, and Mexico succeeded 
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Navajo leaders Gathered in Washington to Negotiate As settlers, ranchers, and miners pushed west in the 
nineteenth century, leaders of Amerindian peoples were forced to negotiate territorial concessions with represen

tatives of the U.S. government. In order to impress Amerindian peoples with the wealth and power of the United 
States, many of their leaders were invited to Washington, D.C. This photo shows Navajo leaders and their Anglo 

translators in Washington, D.C., in 1874. (#5851 Frank McNill Collection, State Records Center & Archives, Sante Fe, NM) 

in pushing back some frontier settlements. But despite 
these early victories, by the end of the 1880s native 
military resistance was finally overcome in both North 
and South America. 

After the American Revolution, the rapid expan
sion of agricultural settlements threatened native 
peoples in North America. Between 1790 and 1810 tens 
of thousands of settlers entered territories guaranteed 
to Amerindians in treaties with the United States. More 
than 200,000 white settlers were present in Ohio alone 
by 1810. Indigenous leaders responded by seeking the 
support of British officials in Canada and by forging 
broad indigenous alliances. American forces decisively 
defeated one such Amerindian alliance in 1794 at 
the Battle of Fallen Timbers in Ohio. After 1800 
two Shawnee leaders, the brothers Tecumseh o and 
Prophet (Tenskwatawa), created a larger and better-

Tecumseh (teh-CUM-sah) 

organized alliance among Amerindian peoples in the 
Ohio River Valley and gained some support from Great 
Britain. In 1811 American military forces attacked and 
destroyed the ritual center of the alliance, Prophet 
Tow~. The final blow came during the War of 1812 
when Tecumseh, fighting alongside his British allies, 
was killed in battle. 

In the 1820s white settlers forced native peoples liv
ing in Ohio, southern Indiana and Illinois, southwestern 
Michigan, most of Missouri, central Alabama, and south
ern Mississippi to cede their land. The 1828 presidential 
election of Andrew Jackson, a veteran of wars against 
native peoples, brought matters to a head. In 1830 
Congress passed the Indian Removal Act, forcing the re
settlement of the Cherokee, Creek, Choctaw, and other 
eastern peoples to land west of the Mississippi River. The 
removal was carried out in the 1830s, and nearly half of 
the forced migrants died on this journey, known as the 
Trail of Tears. 
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Amerindians living on the Great Plains offered for
midable resistance to the expansion of white settle
ment. By the time substantial numbers of white buffalo 
hunters, cattlemen, and settlers reached the American 
west, indigenous peoples were skilled users of horses 
and firearms. These technologies had transformed the 
cultures of the Sioux, Comanche, Pawnee, Kiowa, and 
other Plains peoples. The improved efficiency of the buf
falo hunt reduced their dependence on agriculture. As a 
result, women, whose primary responsibility had been 
raising crops, lost prestige and social power to male 
hunters. Living arrangements also changed as the sin
gle-family tepees of migratory buffalo hunters replaced 
the multigenerational lodges of the traditional farming 
economy. 

During the U.S. Civil War, native peoples experi
enced a disruption of their trade with Eastern merchants 
and the suspension of payments pledged by . previous 
treaties. After the war ever more settlers pushed onto the 
plains. Buffalo herds were hunted to near extinction for 
their hides, and land was lost to farmers and ranchers. 
During nearly four decades of armed conflict with the 
United States Army, Amerindian peoples were forced to 
give up their land and their traditional ways. The Co
manche, who had dominated the southern plains during 
the period of Spanish and Mexican rule, were forced by 
the U.S. government to cede most of their land in Texas 
in 1865. The Sioux and their allies resisted. In 1876 they 
overwhelmed General George Armstrong Custer and the 
Seventh Cavalry in the Battle of Little Bighorn (in the 
southern part of the present -day state of Montana). But 
finally the Sioux were also forced to accept reservation 
life. Military campaigns in the 1870s and 1880s then 
broke the resistance of the Apache. 

The indigenous peoples of Argentina and Chile ex
perienced a similar trajectory of adaptation, resistance, 
and defeat. Herds of wild cattle provided indigenous 
peoples with a limitless food supply, and horses and 
metal weapons increased their military capacities. Thus, 
for a while, the native peoples of Argentina and Chile ef
fectively checked the southern expansion of agriculture 
and ranching. Amerindian raiders operated within 100 
miles (160 kilometers) of Buenos Aires into the 1860s. 
Unable to defeat these resourceful enemies, the govern
ments of Argentina and Chile relied on an elaborate sys
tem of gift giving and prisoner exchanges to maintain 
peace on the frontier. By the 1860s, however, population 
increase, political stability, and military modernization 
allowed Argentina and Chile to take the offensive. 

In the 1870s the government of Argentina used over
whelming military force to crush native resistance. 
Thousands of Amerindians were killed, and survivors 
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were driven onto marginal land. In Chile the story was 
the same. When civil war and an economic depression 
weakened the Chilean government at the end of the 
1850s, the Mapucheso (called "Araucanians" by the 
Spanish) attempted to push back frontier settlements. 
Despite early successes the Mapuches were defeated in 
the 1870s by modern weaponry. In Chile, as in Argentina 
and the United States, government authorities justified 
military campaigns against native peoples by demoniz
ing them. Newspaper editorials and the speeches of 
politicians portrayed Amerindians as brutal and cruel, 
and as obstacles to progress. In April 1859 a Chilean 
newspaper commented: 

The necessity, not only to punish the Araucanian race, 
but also to make it impotent to harm us, is well recog
nized ... as the only way to rid the country of a mil
lion evils. It is well understood that they are odious 
and prejudicial guests in Chile ... conciliatory meas
ures have accomplished nothing with this stupid 
race-the infamy and disgrace of the Chilean nation.4 

Political divisions and civil wars within the new na
tions sometimes provided an opportunity for long
pacified native peoples to rebel. In the Yucatan region of 
Mexico, the owners of henequen (the agave plant that 
produces fiber used for twine) and sugar plantations 
had forced many Mayao communities off their tradi
tional agricultural lands, reducing thousands to peon
age. This same regional elite declared itself independent 
of the government in Mexico City that was convulsed by 
civil war in the late 1830s. The Mexican government was 
unable to reestablish control because it faced the 
greater threat of invasion by the United States. Seeing 
their oppressors divided, the Maya rebelled in 1847. 
This well-organized and popular uprising, known as the 
Caste War, nearly returned the Yucatan to Maya rule. 
Grievances accumulated over more than three hundred 
years led to great violence and property destruction. 
The Maya were not defeated until the war with the 
United States ended. Even then Maya rebels retreated to 
unoccupied territories and created an independent 
state, which they called the "Empire of the Cross." Organ
ized around a mix of traditional beliefs and Christian 
symbols, this indigenous state resisted Mexican forces 
to 1870. A few defiant Maya strongholds survived until 
1901. 

Mapuches (mah-POO-chez) 
Maya (MY-ah) 
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THE CHALLENGE OF SOCIAL 

AND ECONOMIC CHANGE ., ~ 
D uring the nineteenth century the newly indepen

dent nations of the Western Hemisphere struggled 
to realize the Enlightenment ideals of freedom and indi
vidualliberty that had helped ignite the revolutions for 
independence. The achievement of these objectives was 
slowed by the persistence of slavery and other oppres
sive colonial-era institutions. Cultural and racial diver
sity also presented obstacles to reform. Nevertheless, by 
century's end reform movements in many of the hemi
sphere's nations had succeeded in ending the slave 
trade, abolishing slavery, expanding voting rights, and 
assimiJating immigrants from Asia and Europe. 

Increased industrialization and greater involvement 
in the evolving world economy challenged the region's 
political stability and social arrangements. A small num
ber of nations embraced industrialization, but most 
Western Hemisphere economies became increasingly 
dependent on the export of agricultural goods and min
erals during the nineteenth century. While the industri
alizing nations of the hemisphere became richer than 
the nations that remained exporters of raw materials, all 
the region's economies became more vulnerable and 
volatile as a result of greater participation in interna
tional markets. Like contemporary movements for social 
reform, efforts to assert national economic control pro
duced powerful new political forces. 

The Abolition 
of Slavery 

In both the United States and 
Latin America strong antislav
ery sentiments were expressed 
during the struggles for inde

pendence. Revolutionary leaders of nearly all the new 
nations of the Western Hemisphere asserted ideals of 
universal freedom and citizenship that contrasted 
sharply with the reality of slavery. Men and women who 
wanted to outlaw slavery were called abolitionists. De
spite their efforts, slavery survived in much of the hemi
sphere until the 1850s. In regions where the export of 
plantation products was most important-such as the 
United States, Brazil, and Cuba-the abolition of slavery 
was achieved with great difficulty. 

In the United States slavery was weakened by aboli
tion in some northern states and by the termination of 
the African slave trade in 1808. But this progress was 
stalled by the profitable expansion of cotton agriculture 
after the War of 1812. In Spanish America tens of thou-

sands of slaves gained freedom by joining revolutionary 
armies during the wars for independence. After inde
pendence, most Spanish American republics prohibited 
the slave trade. Counteracting that trend was the grow
ing international demand for sugar and coffee, prod
ucts traditionally produced on plantations by slaves. As 
prices rose for plantation products in the first half of the 
nineteenth century, Brazil and Cuba (the island re
mained a Spanish colony until1899) increased their im
ports of slaves. 

During the long struggle to end slavery in the United 
States, American abolitionists argued that slavery of
fended both morality and_ the universal rights asserted in 
the Declaration of Independence. Abolitionist Theodore 
Weld articulated the religious objection to slavery in 1834: 

No condition of birth, no shade of color, no mere mis
fortune of circumstance, can annul the birth-right 
charter, which God has bequeathed to every being 
upon whom he has stamped his own image, by mak
ing him a free moral agent [emphasis in original], and 
that he who robs his fellow man of this tramples upon 
right, subverts justice, outrages humanity ... and 
sacrilegiously assumes the prerogative of God. 5 

Two groups denied full rights of citizenship under 
the Constitution, women and free African-Americans, 
played important roles in the abolition of slavery. 
Women served on the executive committee of the Amer
ican Anti-Slavery Society and produced some of the 
most effective propaganda against slavery. Eventually, 
thousands of women joined the abolitionist cause, 
where they provided leadership and were effective 
speakers and propagandists. When social conservatives 
attacked this highly visible public role, many women 
abolitionists responded by becoming public advocates 
of female suffrage as well. 

Frederick Douglass, a former slave, became one of 
the most effective abolitionist speakers and writers. 
Other, more radical black leaders pushed the abolitionist 
movement to accept the inevitability of violence. They 
saw civil war or slave insurrection as necessary for end
ing slavery. In 1843 Henry Highland Garnet stirred the 
National Colored Convention when he demanded, 
"Brethren, arise, arise, arise! ... Let every slave in the 
land do this and the days of slavery are numbered."6 In 
the 1850s the growing electoral strength of the newly 
formed Republican Party forced a confrontation be
tween slave and free states. After the election of Abra
ham Lincoln in 1860, the first of the eleven southern 
states that formed the Confederacy seceded from the 
Union. During the Civil War pressure for emancipation 
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rose as tens of thousands of black freemen and escaped 
slaves joined the Union army. Hundreds of thousands of 
other slaves fled their masters' plantations and farms for 
the protection of advancing northern armies. In 1863, in 
the midst of the Civil War and two years after the aboli
tion of serfdom in Russia (see Chapter 25), President 
Lincoln began the abolition of slavery by issuing the 
Emancipation Proclamation, which ended slavery in 
rebel states not occupied by the Union army. Final aboli
tion was accomplished after the war, in 1865, by the Thir
teenth Amendment to the Constitution. By the 1880s, 
however, most African-Americans lived in harsh condi
tions as sharecroppers, and by the end of the century 
nearly all southern states had instituted "Jim Crow" laws 
that segregated blacks in public transportation, jobs, and 
schools. This coincided with increased racial violence 
that saw an average of fifty blacks lynched each year. 

In Brazil slavery survived for more than two decades 
after it was abolished in the United States. Progress 
toward abolition was not only slower but also depended 
on foreign pressure. In 1830 Brazil signed a treaty with 
the British ending the slave trade. Despite this agree
ment, Brazil illegally imported over a half-million more 
African slaves before the British navy finally forced com
pliance in the 1850s. In the 1850s and 1860s the Brazilian 
emperor, Pedro II, and many liberals worked to abolish 
slavery, but their desire to find a form of gradual emanci
pation acceptable to slave owners slowed progress. 

During the war with Paraguay (1865-1870) large 
numbers of slaves joined the Brazilian army in exchange 
for freedom. Their loyalty and heroism undermined the 
military's support for slavery. Educated Brazilians in
creasingly viewed slavery as an obstacle to economic 
development and an impediment to democratic reform. 
In the 1870s, as abolitionist sentiment grew, reformers 
forced the passage of laws providing for the gradual 
emancipation of slaves. When political support for slav
ery weakened in the 1880s, growing numbers of slaves 
forced the issue by fleeing from bondage. By then army 
leaders were resisting demands to capture and return 
runaway slaves. Legislation abolishing slavery finally 
was passed by the Brazilian parliament and accepted by 
the emperor in 1888. 

The plantations of the Caribbean region received al
most 40 percent of all African slaves shipped to the New 
World. Throughout the region tiny white minorities lived 
surrounded by slave and free colored majorities. At the 
end of the eighteenth century the slave rebellion in Saint 
Domingue (see Chapter 21) spread terror among slave 
owners across the Caribbean. Because of fear that any 
effort to overthrow colonial rule might unleash new 
slave rebellions, there was little enthusiasm among free 
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A Former Brazilian Slave Returns from Military Service The 
heroic participation of black freemen and slaves in the Paraguayan 
War (1865-1870) led tl)any Brazilians to advocate the abolition of 
slavery. The original caption for this drawing reads: "On his return 
from the war in Paraguay: Full of glory, covered with laurels, after 
having spilled his blood in defense of the fatherland and to free a 
people from slavery, the volunteer sees his own mother bound and 
whipped! Awful reality!" (Courtesy, Fundacao Biblioteca Nacional, 

Brazil) 

settlers in Caribbean colonies for independence. Nor did 
local support for abolition appear among white settlers 
or free colored populations. Thus abolition in most 
Caribbean colonies commonly resulted from political 
decisions made in Europe by colonial powers. 

Nevertheless, like slaves in Brazil, the United States, 
and Spanish America, slaves in the Caribbean helped 
propel the movement toward abolition by rebelling, run
ning away, and resisting in more subtle ways. Although 
initially unsuccessful, the rebellions that threatened 
other French Caribbean colonies after the Haitian Revo
lution (1789-1804)) weakened France's support for slav
ery. Jamaica and other British colonies also experienced 
rebellions and saw the spread of communities of run
aways. In Spanish Cuba as well, slave resistance forced 
increases in expenditures for police forces in the nine
teenth century. 

After 1800 the profitability of sugar plantations in 
the British West Indian colonies declined with increased 
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competition from Cuba, and a coalition of labor groups, 
Protestant dissenters, and free traders in Britain pushed 
for the abolition of slavery. Britain, the major participant 
in the eighteenth-century expansion of slavery in the 
Americas, ended its participation in the slave trade in 
1807. It then negotiated a series of treaties with Spain, 
Brazil, and other importers of slaves to eliminate the 
slave trade to the Americas. Once these treaties were in 
place, British naval forces acted to force compliance. 

Slavery in British colonies was abolished in 1833. 
However, the law compelled "freed" slaves to remain 
with former masters as "apprentices." Abuses by planters 
and resistance to apprenticeship by former slaves led to 
complete abolition in 1838. A decade later slavery in the 
French Caribbean was abolished after upheavals in 
France led to the overthrow of the government of Louis 
Philippe (see Chapter 21). The abolition of slavery in the 
Dutch Empire in 1863 freed 33,000 slaves in Surinam and 
12,000 in the Antilles. Slave owners were compensated 
for their loss, and the freedmen of Surinam were re
quired to provide ten years of compensated labor to 
their former owners. 

In the Caribbean, slavery lasted longest in Cuba and 
Puerto Rico, Spain's remaining colonies. Britain's use of 
diplomatic pressure and naval force to limit the arrival 
of African slaves weakened slavery after 1820. More im
portant, however, was the growth of support for aboli
tion in these colonies. Both Cuba and Puerto Rico had 
larger white and free colored populations than did the 
Caribbean colonies of Britain and France. As a result, 
there was less fear in Cuba and Puerto Rico that aboli
tion would lead to the political ascendancy of former 
slaves (as had occurred in Haiti). In Puerto Rico, where 
slaves numbered approximately thirty thousand, local 
reformers secured the abolition of slavery in 1873. In the 
midst of a decade-long war to defeat forces seeking the 
independence of Cuba, the Spanish government gradu
ally moved toward abolition. Initially, slave children 
born after September 18, 1868, were freed but obligated 
to work for their former masters for eighteen years. In 
1880 all other slaves were freed on the condition that 
they serve their masters for eight additional years. Fi
nally, in 1886 these conditions were eliminated; slavery 
was abolished; and Cuban patriots forged the multiracial 
alliance that was to initiate a war for Cuban indepen
dence in 1895 (see Chapter 27). 

. . During the colonial period 
Immigration free Europeans were a minor-

ity among immigrants to the 
Western Hemisphere. Between 1500 and 1760 African 
slaves entering the Western Hemisphere outnumbered 

European immigrants by nearly two to one. Another 
4 million or so African slaves were imported before the 
effective end of the slave trade at the end of the 1850s. 
As the African slave trade came to an end, the arrival 
of millions of immigrants from Europe and Asia con
tributed to the further transformation of the Western 
Hemisphere. This nineteenth-century wave of immigra
tion fostered rapid economic growth and the occupation 
of frontier regions in the United States, Canada, Ar
gentina, Chile, and Brazil. It also promoted urbanization. 
By century's end nearly all of the hemisphere's fastest
growing cities (Buenos Aires, Chicago, New York, and Sao 
Paulo, for example) had large immigrant populations. 

Europe provided the majority of immigrants to the 
Western Hemisphere during the nineteenth century. For 
much of the century they came primarily from western 
Europe, but after 1870 most came from southern and 
eastern Europe. The scale of immigration increased dra
matically in the second half of the century. The United 
States received approximately 600,000 European immi
grants in the 1830s, 1.5 million in the 1840s, and then 2.5 
million per decade until1880. In the 1890s an astonish
ing total of 5.2 million immigrants arrived. This helped 
push the national population from 39 million in 1871 to 
63 million in 1891, an increase of62 percent. Most of the 
immigrants ended up in cities. Chicago, for example, 
grew from 444,000 in 1870 to 1. 7 million in 1900. 

European immigration to Latin America also in
creased dramatically after 1880. Combined immigration 
to Argentina and Brazil rose from just under 130,000 in 
the 1860s to 1.7 million in the 1890s. By 1910, 30 percent 
of the Argentine population was foreign-born, more than 
twice the proportion in the U.S. population. Argentina 
was an extremely attractive destination for European 
immigrants, receiving more than twice as many immi
grants as Canada between 1870 and 1930. Even so, immi
gration to Canada increased tenfold during this period. 

Asian immigration to the Western Hemisphere in
creased after 1850. Between 1849 and 1875 approxi
mately 100,000 Chinese immigrants arrived in Peru and 
another 120,000 entered Cuba. Canada attracted about 
50,000 Chinese in the second half of the century. The 
United States, however, was the primary North American 
destination for Chinese immigrants, receiving 300,000 
between 1854 and 1882. India also contributed to the 
social transformation of the Western Hemisphere, send
ing more than a half-million immigrants to the Carib
bean region. British Guiana alone received 238,000 
immigrants, mostly indentured laborers, from the Asian 
subcontinent. 

Despite the obvious economic benefits that accom
panied this inflow of people, hostility to immigration 
mounted in many nations. Nativist political movements 
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argued that large numbers of foreigners could not be 
successfully integrated into national political cultures. 
By the end of the century fear and prejudice led many 
governments in the Western Hemisphere to limit immi
gration or to distinguish between ~~desirable" and ~~unde
sirable" immigrants, commonly favoring Europeans over 
Asians. 

Asians faced more obstacles to immigration than 
did Europeans and were more often victims of violence 
and extreme forms of discrimination in the New World. 
In the 1870s and 1880s anti-Chinese riots erupted in 
many western cities in the United States. Congress re
sponded to this wave of racism by passing the Chinese 
Exclusion Act in 1882, which eliminated most Chinese 
immigration. In 1886 fears that Canada was being 
threatened by ~~inferior races" led to the imposition of a 
head tax that made immigration to Canada more diffi
cult for Chinese families. During this same period 
strong anti-Chinese prejudice surfaced in Peru,. Mexico, 
and Cuba. Japanese immigrants in Brazil and East Indi
ans in the English-speaking Caribbean faced similar 
prejudice. 

Immigrants from Europe also faced prejudice and 
discrimination. In the United States, Italians were com
monly portrayed as criminals or anarchists. In Argen
tina, social scientists attempted to prove that Italian 
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Chinese Funeral in Vancouver, 
Canada In the 1890s 
Vancouver was an important 
Western Hemisphere destina
tion for Chinese immigrants. 

This photo shows how an 
important element of tradi
tional Chinese culture thrived 

among the storefronts and 
streetcar lines of the late
Victorian Canadian city. 
(Vancouver Public Library, Special 

Collections, VPL 1234) 

immigrants were more violent and less honest than the 
native-born population. Immigrants from Spain were 
widely stereotyped in Argentina as miserly and dish on
est. Eastern European Jews seeking to escape pogroms 
and discrimination at home found themselves barred 
from many educational institutions and professional 
careers in both the United States and Latin America. 
Negative stereotypes were invented for Irish, German, 
Swedish, Polish, and Middle Eastern immigrants as well. 
The perceived grievances used to justify these common 
prejudices were remarkably similar from Canada to 
Argentina. Immigrants, it was argued, threatened the 
well-being of native-born workers by accepting low 
wages, and they threatened national culture by resisting 
assimilation. 

Many intellectuals and political leaders wondered if 
the evolving mix of culturally diverse populations could 
sustain a common citizenship. As a result, efforts were 
directed toward compelling immigrants to assimilate. 
Schools became cultural battlegrounds where language, 
cultural values, and patriotic feelings were transmitted 
to the children of immigrants. Across the hemisphere, 
school curricula were revised to promote national cul
ture. Ignoring Canada's large French-speaking popula
tion, an English-speaking Canadian reformer commented 
on recent immigration: ~~If Canada is to become in a real 
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sense a nation, if our people are to become one people, 
we must have one language."7 Fear and prejudice were 
among the emotions promoting the singing of patriotic 
songs, the veneration of national flags and other sym
bols, and the writing of national histories that empha
sized patriotism and civic virtue. Nearly everywhere in 
the Americas schools worked to create homogeneous 
national cultures. 

American 
Cultures 

Despite discrimination, immi
grants continued to stream into 
the Western Hemisphere, intro-
ducing new languages, living 

arrangements, technologies, and work customs. Immi
grants altered the politics of many of the hemisphere's 
nations as they sought to influence government policies. 
Where immigrants arrived in the greatest numbers, they 
put enormous pressure on 1!_ousing, schools, and social 
welfare services. To compensate for their isolation from 
home, language, and culture, immigrants often created 
ethnically based mutual aid societies, sports and leisure 
clubs, and neighborhoods. Ethnic organizations and dis
tricts provided valuable social and economic support for 
recent arrivals while sometimes worsening the fears of 
the native-born that immigration posed a threat to na
tional culture. 

Immigrants were changed by their experiences in 
their adopted nations and by programs that forced them 
to accept new cultural values through education or, in 
some cases, service in the military. Similar efforts to 
forge national cultures were put in place in Europe by 
modernizing governments at the same time. The modifi
cation of the language, customs, values, and behaviors of 
a group as a result of contact with people from another 
culture is called acculturation. 

Immigrants and their children, in turn, made their 
mark on the cultures of their adopted nations in the 
Americas. They learned the language spoken in their 
adopted countries as fast as possible in order to improve 
their earning capacity. At the same time, words and 
phrases from their languages entered the vocabularies of 
the host nations. Languages as diverse as Yiddish and 
Italian strongly influenced American English, Argentine 
Spanish, and Brazilian Portuguese. Dietary practices in
traduced from Europe and Asia altered the cuisine of 
nearly every American nation. In turn, immigrants com
monly added native foods to their diets, especially the 
hemisphere's abundant and relatively cheap meats. 

Throughout the hemisphere culture and popular 
music changed as well. For example, the Argentine tango, 
based on African-Argentine rhythms, was transformed 
by new instrumentation and orchestral arrangements 
brought by Italian immigrants. Mexican ballads blended 

Arrest of labor Activist in 
Buenos Aires The labor movement 
in Buenos Aires grew in numbers and 
became more radical with the arrival 
of tens of thousands of Italian and 
Spanish immigrants. Fearful of social
ist and anarchist unions, the govern
ment of Argentina used an expanded 
police force to break strikes by arrest
ing labor leaders. (Archivo General de 

Ia Naci6n, Buenos Aires) 
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with English folk music in the U.S. southwest, and Italian 
operas played to packed houses in Buenos Aires. Sports, 
games of chance, and fashion also experienced this 
process of borrowing and exchange. 

Union movements and electoral politics in the hemi
sphere also felt the influence of new arrivals who ag
gressively sought to influence government and improve 
working conditions. The labor movements of Mexico, 
Argentina, and the United States, in particular, were in
fluenced by the anarchist and socialist beliefs of Euro
pean immigrants. Mutual benevolent societies and 
less-formal ethnic associations pooled resources to help 
immigrants open businesses, aid the immigration of rel
atives, or bury family members. They also established 
links with political movements, sometimes exchanging 
votes for favors. 

Women's Rights 
and the Struggle 
for Social justice 

The abolition of slavery in the 
Western Hemisphere did not 
end racial discrimination or 
provide full political rights for 
every citizen. Not only blacks 

but also women, new immigrants, and native peoples in 
nearly every Western Hemisphere nation suffered the ef
fects of political and economic discrimination. During 
the second half of the nineteenth century reformers 
struggled to remove these limits on citizenship while 
also addressing the welfare needs of workers and the 
poor. 

In 1848 a group of women angered by their exclusion 
from an international antislavery meeting issued a call 
for a meeting to discuss women's rights. The Women's 
Rights Convention at Seneca Falls, New York, issued a 
statement that said, in part, "We hold these truths to be 
self-evident: that all men and women are equal." While 
moderates focused on the issues of greater economic in
dependence and full legal rights, increasing numbers of 
women demanded the right to vote. Others lobbied to 
provide better conditions for women working outside 
the home, especially in textile factories. Sarah Grimke re
sponded to criticism of women's activism: 

This has been the language of man since he laid aside 
the whip as a means to keep woman in subjection. He 
spares her body, but the war he has waged against her 
mind, her heart, and her soul, has been no less de
structive to her as a moral being. How monstrous is 
the doctrine that woman is to be dependent on man!8 

Progress toward equality between men and women 
was equally slow in Canada and Latin America. Canada's 
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first women doctors received their training in the United 
States because no woman was able to receive a medical 
degree in Canada until 1895. Full enfranchisement oc
curred in Canada in the twentieth century, but Canadian 
women did gain the right to vote in some provincial and 
municipal elections before 1900. Like women in the 
United States, Canadian women provided leadership in 
temperance, child welfare, and labor reform movements. 

Argentina and Uruguay were among the first Latin 
American nations to provide public education for 
women. Both nations introduced coeducation in the 
1870s. Chilean women gained access to some careers in 
medicine and law in the 1870s. In Argentina the first 
woman doctor graduated from medical school in 1899. 
In Brazil, where many women were active in the abo
litionist movement, four women graduated in medi
cine by 1882. Throughout the hemisphere more rapid 
progress was achieved in lower-status careers that 
threatened male economic power less directly, and by 
the end of the ce11tury women dominated elementary 
school teaching throughout the Western Hemisphere. 

From Canada to Argentina and Chile, the majority of 
working-class women had no direct involvement in 
these reform movements, but they succeeded in trans
forming gender relations in their daily lives. By the end 
of the nineteenth century, large numbers of poor women 
worked outside the home on farms, in markets, and, in
creasingly, in factories. Many bore full responsibility for 
providing for their children. Whether men thought 
women should remain in the home or not, by the end of 
the century women were unambiguously present in the 
economy (see also Chapter 26). 

Throughout the hemisphere there was little progress 
toward eliminating racial discrimination. Blacks were 
denied the vote throughout the southern United States. 
They also were subjected to the indignity of segrega
tion-consigned to separate schools, hotels, restaurants, 
seats in public transportation, and even water fountains. 
Racial discrimination against men and women of African 
descent was also common in Latin America, though sel
dom spelled out in legal codes. Unlike the southern 
states of the United States, Latin American nations did 
not insist on formal racial segregation or permit lynch
ing. Nor did they enforce a strict color line. Many men 
and women of mixed background were able to enter the 
skilled working class or middle class. Latin Americans 
tended to view racial identity across a continuum of 
physical characteristics rather than in the narrow terms 
of black and white that defined race relations in the 
United States. 

The abolition of slavery in Latin America did not 
lead to an end to racial discrimination. Some of the 

l 
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participants in the abolition struggles later organized 
to promote racial integration. They demanded access 
to education, the right to vote, and greater economic 
opportunity, pointing out the economic and political 
costs of denying full rights to all citizens. Their success 
depended on effective political organization and on 
forging alliances with sympathetic white politicians. 
Black intellectuals also struggled to overturn racist 
stereotypes. In Brazil, Argentina, and Cuba, as in the 
United States, political and literary magazines celebrat
ing black cultural achievement became powerful 
weapons in the struggle against racial discrimination. 
Although men and women of African descent contin
ued to experience prejudice and discrimination every
where in the Americas, successful men and women of 
mixed descent in Latin America confronted fewer ob
stacles to their advancement than did similar groups in 
the United States. 

Development 
and Under
development 

The Atlantic economy experi
enced three periods of eco
nomic contraction during the 
nineteenth century, but nearly 
all the nations of the Western 

Hemisphere were richer in 1900 than in 1800. The In
dustrial Revolution, worldwide population growth, and 
an increasingly integrated world market stimulated 
economic expansion (see Environment and Technol
ogy: Constructing the Port of Buenos Aires, Argentina). 
Wheat, corn, wool, meats, and nonprecious minerals 
joined the region's earlier exports of silver, sugar, dyes, 
coffee, and cotton. During the nineteenth century the 
United States was the only Western Hemisphere nation 
to industrialize, but nearly every government pro
moted new economic activities. Governments and pri
vate enterprises invested in roads, railroads, canals, 
and telegraphs to better serve distant markets. Most 
governments adopted tariff and monetary policies to 
foster economic diversification and growth. Despite 
these efforts, by 1900 only three Western Hemisphere 
nations-the United States, Canada, and Argentina
achieved individual income levels similar to those of 
western Europe. All three nations had open land, tern
perate climates, diverse resources, and large inflows of 
immigrants. 

New demands for copper, zinc, lead, coal, and tin 
unleashed by the Industrial Revolution led to mining 
booms in the western United States, Mexico, and Chile. 
Unlike the small-scale and often short-term gold- and 
silver-mining operations of the colonial era, the mining 
companies of the late nineteenth century were heavily 

capitalized international corporations that could bully 
governments and buy political favors. During this pe
riod, European and North American corporations owned 
most new mining enterprises in Latin America. Petro
leum development, which occurred at the end of the 
century in Mexico and elsewhere, would follow this pat
tern as well (see the discussion of the Mexican economy 
during the Dfaz dictatorship in Chapter 30). 

New technology accelerated economic integration, 
but the high cost of this technology often increased de
pendence on foreign capital. Many governments pro
moted railroads by granting tax benefits, free land, and 
monopoly rights to both domestic and foreign investors. 
By 1890 vast areas of the Great Plains in the United 
States, the Canadian prairie, the Argentine pampas, and 
parts of northern Mexico were producing grain and live
stock for foreign markets opened by the development of 
railroads. Steamships also lowered the cost of trans
portation to distant markets, and the telegraph stimu
lated expansion by speeding information about the 
demand for and availability of products. 

The simultaneous acquisition of several new tech
nologies multiplied the effects of individual technolo
gies. In Argentina the railroad, the telegraph, barbed 
wire, and refrigeration all appeared in the 1870s and 
1880s. Although Argentina had had abundant livestock 
herds since the colonial period, the distance from Eu
rope's markets prevented Argentine cattle raisers from 
exporting fresh meat or live animals. Technology over
came these obstacles. The combination of railroads and 
the telegraph lowered freight costs and improved in
formation about markets. Steamships shortened trans
Atlantic crossings. Refrigerated ships made it possible to 
sell meat in the markets of Europe. As land values rose 
and livestock breeding improved, new investments were 
protected by barbed wire, the first inexpensive fencing 
available on the nearly treeless plains. 

Growing interdependence and increased competi
tion produced deep structural differences among West
ern Hemisphere economies by 1900. Two distinct 
economic tracks became clearly visible. One led to in
dustrialization and prosperity, what is now called devel
opment. The other continued colonial dependence on 
exporting raw materials and on low-wage industries, 
now commonly called underdevelopment. By 1900 ma
terial prosperity was greater and economic develop
ment more diversified in English-speaking North 
America than in the nations of Latin America. With a 
temperate climate, vast fertile prairies, and an influx of 
European immigrants, Argentina was the only Latin 
American nation to approach the prosperity of the 
United States and Canada. 
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Changes in the performance of international mar
k~ helped determine the trajectory ofWestern Hemi
sphere economies as new nations promoted economic 
develo ment. When the United States gained indepen
dence t e world capitalist economy was in a period of 
rapid gro h. With a large merchant fleet, a diversified 
economy hat included some manufacturing, and ade
quate ban ·ng and insurance services, the United States 
benefited rom the expansion of the world economy. 
Rapid pop lation growth due in large measure to immi
gration, · gh levels of individual wealth, widespread 
land own rship, and relatively high literacy rates also fos
tered rapid economic development in the United States. 
The rapid expansion of railroad mileage suggests this 
success. In 1865 the United States had the longest net
work in the world. By 1915 it had multiplied eleven-fold 
(see Map 23.4). Steel production grew rapidly as well, 
with the United States overtaking Britain and Germany 
in the 1890s. One cost of the nation's industrialization 
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The Introduction of New 
Technologies Changes the 
Mining Industry Powerful 
hydraulic technologies were 
introduced in western mining 

sites in the United States. This 
early photo shows how high
power water jets could trans
form the natural environment. 
(Colorado Historical Society) 

was the vastly expanded power of monopolies, like Stan
dard Oil, over political life. 

Canada's struggle for greater political autonomy led 
to the Confederation of 1867, which coincided with a 
second period of global economic expansion. Canada 
also benefited from a special trading relationship with 
Britain, the world's preeminent industrial nation, and 
from a rising tide of immigrants after 1850. Nevertheless, 
some regions within each of these prosperous North 
American nations-Canada's Maritime Provinces and 
the southern part of the United States, for example
demonstrated the same patterns of underdevelopment 
found in Latin America. 

Latin AmeriCan nations gained independence in the 
1820s, when the global economy was contracting due to 
the end of the Napoleonic Wars and market saturation 
provoked by the early stages of European industrializa
tion. In the colonial period Spain and Portugal had pro
moted the production of agricultural and mining 



Constructing the Port of Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Located on the banks of the Rio de Ia Plata, Buenos Aires 
had been a major commercial center and port since the 

late eighteenth century. But Buenos Aires was not a natural 
harbor. Because of the shallowness of the river, the largest 
oceangoing ships were forced to anchor hundreds of yards 
offshore while goods and passengers were unloaded by small 
boats or by specially built ox carts with huge wheels. Smaller 
vessels docked at a river port to the city's south. 

By the 1880s the Argentine economy was being trans
formed by the growing demands of European consumers for 
meat and grain. As exports surged and land values exploded, 
the wages of Argentines rose, and the nation became a fa
vored destination for European immigrants. Argentina was 
becoming the wealthiest nation in Latin America. 

The nation's political and economic elites decided that fu
ture growth required the modernization and expansion of 
port facilities. Two competing plans were debated. The first 
emphasized the incremental expansion and dredging of the 

river port. This was supported by local engineers and political 
groups suspicious of foreign economic interests. The second, 
and ultimately successful, plan involved dredging a port and 
deep-water channel from the low mud flats near the city 
center. This plan was more expensive, relying on British engi
neering firms, British banks, and British technology. It was 
supported by Argentine economic interests most closely tied 
to the European export trade and by national political lead
ers who believed progress and prosperity required the imi
tation of European models. Already the British were the 
nation's primary creditors as well as leaders in the develop
ment of the nation's railroads, streetcar lines, and gas works 
in Buenos Aires. 

The photograph below shows the construction of Puerto 
Madero, the new port of Buenos Aires, in the 1890s. The work 
force was almost entirely recruited from recent immigrants. 
The engineering staff was dominated by British experts. Most 
of the profits were culled by the local elite through real es-

tate deals and commissions associated with 
construction. Puerto Madero, named after its 
local promoter, was opened in stages begin
ning in 1890. Cost overruns and corruption 
stretched out completion to 1898. By 1910 ar
rivals and departures reached thirty thousand 
ships and 18 million tons. But the project was 
poorly designed, and "improvements" were 
still being made in the 1920s. 

Excavation of Port of Buenos Aires, Argentina Relying on foreign capi
tal and engineering, the government of Argentina improved the port to 
facilitate the nation's rapidly expanding export economy. (Courtesy, Hack 
Hoffenburg, South American Resources) 

Why had the government of Argentina 
chosen the costliest and most difficult design? 
Argentine politicians were seduced by the 
idea of modernity; they chose the most com
plex and technologically sophisticated solu
tion to the port problem. And they believed 
that British engineering and British capital 
were guarantees of modernity. The new port 
facilities did facilitate a boom in exports and 
imports, and the huge public works budget 
did provide incomes for thousands of laborers. 
However, debts, design flaws, and the in
creased influence of foreign capital in Ar
gentina left a legacy of problems that 
Argentina would be forced to deal with in the 
future. (See the discussion of Juan Peron in 
Chapter 30.) 
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Map 23.4 The Expansion of the United States, 1850-1920. The settlement of western territories and 
their admission as states depended on migration, the exploitation of natural resources and important new 
technologies like railroads and telegraphs that facilitated economic and political integration. 

exports. After independence those raw-material exports 
faced increased competition. Although these sectors ex
perienced periods of great prosperity in the nineteenth 
century, they also faced stiff competition and falling 
prices as new regions began production or new products 
captured markets. Sugar, coffee, nitrates, and copper all 
followed this pattern. 

The history of the specialized Latin American 
economies, subject to periodic problems of oversupply 
and low prices, was one of boom and bust. Many Latin 
American governments sought to promote exports in the 
face of increased competition and falling prices by re
sisting union activity and demands for higher wages and 
by opening domestic markets to foreign manufactures. 
Resulting low wages and an abundance of foreign manu
factured goods, in turn, undermined efforts to promote 
industrialization in Latin America. 

Weak governments, political instability, and, in some 
cases, civil war also slowed Latin American economic 
development. A comparative examination of Western 
Hemisphere economic history makes clear that stable 

and reliable public administration is a necessary part of 
the development process. Because Latin America was de
pendent on capital and technology from abroad, Great 
Britain and, by the end of the century, the United States 
were often able to impose unfavorable trade conditions 
or even intervene militarily to protect investments. The 
combined impact of these domestic and international 
impediments to development became clear when Mex
ico, Chile, and Argentina failed to achieve high levels of 
domestic investment in manufacturing late in the nine
teenth century, despite a rapid accumulation of wealth 
derived from traditional exports. 

Altered 
Environments 

Population growth, economic 
expansion, new technologies, 
and the introduction of plants 
and animals to new regions 

dramatically altered the environment of the Western 
Hemisphere. Cuba's planters cut down many of the is
land's forests in the early nineteenth century to expand 
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sugar production. Growing demand for meat led ranch
ers to expand livestock-raising into fragile environments 
in Argentina, Uruguay, southern Brazil, and the south
western United States. Other forms of commercial agri
culture also thre~tened the environment. Farmers in 
South Carolina and Georgia gained a short-term in
crease in cotton production by abandoning crop rota
tion after 1870, but this practice quickly led to soil 
exhaustion and erosion. The use of steel plows on North 
American prairies and Argentine pampas eliminated 
many native grasses and increased the threat of soil ero
sion. Coffee planters in Brazil exhausted soil fertility with 
a destructive cycle of overplanting followed by expan
sion onto forest reserves cleared by cutting and burning. 
Similarly massive transfers of land from public to private 
ownership occurred in Argentina and Brazil in order to 
promote livestock-raising and agriculture. 

Rapid urbaniz.ation also put heavy pressure on the 
environment. New York, Chicago, Rio de Janeiro, Buenos 
Aires, and Mexico City were among the world's fastest
growing cities in the nineteenth century. Governments 
strained to provide adequate sewers, clean water, and 
garbage disposal. Timber companies clear-cut large 
areas of Michigan, Wisconsin, and the Appalachian 
Mountains to provide lumber for railroad ties and frame 
houses, pulp for paper, and fuel for locomotives and 
foundries. Under the Timber and Stone Act of 1878, the 
U.S. government sold more than 3.5 million additional 
acres (1.4 million hectares) of public land to individual 
and corporations at low cost by 1900. At the same time, 
the forest industries of British Honduras (now Belize), 
Nicaragua, and Guatemala grew rapidly in response to 
demand in Europe and North America for tropical hard
woods like mahogany. As forest throughout the hemi
sphere was cleared, animal habitats and native plant 
species disappeared. 

The scale of mining operation grew in Nevada, Man
tana, and California, accelerating erosion and pollution. 
Similar results occurred in other mining areas. The ex
pansion of nitrate mining and, later, open-pit copper 
mining in Chile scarred and polluted the environment. 
The state of Minas Gerais 0 in Brazil experienced a series 
of mining booms that began with gold in the late seven
teenth century and continued with iron ore in the nine
teenth. By the end of the nineteenth century its red soil 
was ripped open, its forests were depleted, and erosion 
was uncontrolled. Similar devastation afflicted parts of 
Bolivia and Mexico. 

Efforts to meet increasing domestic demand for food 
and housing and to satisfy foreign demands for exports 
led to environmental degradation but also contributed 

Minas Gerais (ME-nas JER-aize) 

significantly to the growth of the world economy and to 
regional prosperity. By the end of the nineteenth century 
small-scale conservation efforts were under way in many 
nations, and the first national parks and nature reserves 
had been created. In the United States large areas re
mained undeveloped. A few particularly beautiful areas 
were preserved in a national park system. In 1872 Yellow
stone in Wyoming became the first national park. Presi
dent Theodore Roosevelt (1901-1909) and the naturalist 
John Muir played major roles in preserving large areas of 
the western states. In Canada the first national park was 
created at Banff in 1885 and was expanded from 10 to 
260 square miles (26 to 673 square kilometers) two years 
later. However, when confronted by a choice between 
economic growth and environmental protection, all the 
hemisphere's nations embraced growth. 

CONCLUSION 
# 

The nineteenth century witnessed enormous changes 
in the Western Hemisphere. Except in Canada, many 

Caribbean islands, and a handful of mainland colonies 
like Surinam, the Guyanas, and Belize, colonial controls 
were removed by century's end. The powerful new polit
ical ideas of the Enlightenment and an increased sense 
of national identity contributed to the desire for inde
pendence and self-rule. The success of the American and 
Haitian Revolutions began the assault on the colonial or
der, transforming the hemisphere's politics. Napoleon's 
invasion of Portugal and Spain then helped initiate the 
movement toward independence in Latin America. 

Once colonial rule was overturned, the creation of 
stable and effective governments proved difficult. Power
ful personalist leaders resisted the constraints imposed 
by constitutions. National governments often confronted 
divisive regional political movements. From Argentina in 
the south to the United States in the north, regional po
litical rivalries provoked civil wars that challenged the 
very survival of the new nations. Foreign military inter
ventions and wars with native peoples also consumed 
resources and determined national boundaries. The ef
fort to fulfill the promise of universal citizenship led to 
struggles to end slavery, extend civil and political rights 
to women and minorities, and absorb new immigrants. 
These objectives were only partially achieved. 

Industrialization had a transforming effect on the 
hemisphere as well. Wealth, political power, and popula
tion were increasingly concentrated in urban areas. In 
most countries, bankers and manufacturers, rather than 
farmers and plantation owners, directed national des-
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tinies. The United States, ' the most industrialized nation 
in the Americas, played an aggressive economic role in 
the region's affairs and used its growing military power as 
well. Industrialization altered the natural environment 
in dramatic ways. Modern factories consumed huge 
amounts of raw materials and energy. Copper mines in 
Chile and Mexico, Cuban sugar plantations, Brazilian 
coffee plantations, and Canadian lumber companies all 
left their mark on the natural environment, and all had 
ties to markets in the United States. The concentration of 
people in cities in the United States and Latin America 
put pressure on water supplies, sewage treatment, and 
food supplies. 

By 1900, however, the hemisphere's national govern
ments were much stronger than they had been at inde
pendence. Latin America lagged behind the United 
States and Canada in institutionalizing democratic polit
ical reforms, but Latin American nations in 1900 were 
stronger and more open than they had been in 1850. By 
1900 all the hemisphere's nations also were better able to 
meet the threats of foreign intervention and regionalism. 
Among the benefits resulting from the increased strength 
of national governments were the abolition of slavery 
and the extension of political rights to formerly excluded 
citizens. 

Serious challenges remained. Amerindian peoples 
were forced to resettle on reservations, were excluded 
from national political life, and, in some countries, re
mained burdened with special tribute and tax obliga
tions. Women began to enter occupations previously 
reserved to men but still lacked full citizenship rights. 
The baneful legacy of slavery and colonial racial stratifi
cation remained a barrier to many men and women. The 
benefits of economic growth were not equitably distrib
uted among the nations of the Western Hemisphere or 
within individual nations. In 1900 nearly every American 
nation was wealthier, better educated, more democratic, 
and more populous than at independence. But these na
tions were also more vulnerable to distant economic 
forces, more profoundly split between haves and have
nots, and more clearly divided into a rich north and a 
poorer south. 
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Using the following documents, analyze the effect of 
race and ethnicity on the political and economic 
development of the Americas during the nineteenth 
century. 
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The Afro-Brazilian Experience, 1828 ( Diversity and 
Dominance, pp. 600-601) 
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Benito Juarez's Triumph over the French (photo, p. 607) 
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Navajo Leaders Gathered in Washington to Negotiate 
(photo, p. 608) 

American History: A Reader, ed. John Charles Chasteen and 
Joseph S. Tulchin (Wilmington, DE: Scholarly Resources, 
1994), 21. 

2. Quoted in Margaret Conrad, Alvin Finkel, and Cornelius 
Jaenen, History of the Canadian Peoples, vol. 1 (Toronto: 
Copp Clark Pittman Ltd., 1993), 606-607. 

3. Jose Antonio Paez, Autobiografta del General Jose Antonio 
Pdez, vol. 1 (New York: Hallety Breen, 1869), 83. 

4. Quoted in Brian Loveman, Chile: The Legacy of Hispanic 
Capitalism (New York: Oxford University Press, 1979), 170. 

5. Quoted in Bernard Bailyn, David Brion Davis, David Her
bert Donald, John L. Thomas, Robert H. Wiebe, and Gor
don S. Wood, The Great Republic: A History of the American 
People (Lexington, MA: D. C. Heath, 1981), 398. 

6. Quoted in Mary Beth Norton, et al, A People and a Nation. A 
History of the United States, 6th ed. (Boston, MA: Houghton 
Mifflin Company, 200 1), 284. 

7. J. S. Woodsworth in 1909, quoted in R. Douglas Francis, 
Richard Jones, and Donald B. Smith, Destinies: Canadian 
History Since Confederation, 2d ed. (Toronto: Holt, Rine
hart and Winston, 1992), 141. 

8. Sarah Grimke, "Reply to the Massachusetts Clergy," in 
NancyWoloch, ed., Early American Women: A Documentary 
History, 1600-1900 (Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 1992), 343. 

DOCUMENT 5 
Quote from Chilean newspaper (p. 609) 

DocuMENT 6 
A Former Brazilian Slave Returns from Military Service 
(photo, p. 611) 

DOCUMENT 7 
Chinese Funeral in Vancouver, Canada (photo, p. 613) 

DocuMENT 8 
Quote from Canadian reformer (pp. 613-614) 

What kinds of bias are evident in Documents 2, 5, 
and 8? What additional documents would help you 
understand the effect of race and ethnicity on the 
political and economic development of the Americas 
during the nineteenth century? 
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