How to write a good paragraph: Think as if writing a paragraph is like a traffic light. Green means go, yellow means to slow down, and red means to stop. Use this analogy when you are writing to improve your paragraphs and overall paper. 

· Green Light = Topic- This is where you introduce your topic. TELL THE READER YOUR BIG IDEA.

· Yellow Light = Reason/Detail/Facts: This is your Reason/Detail/Fact goes.

· Red Light = Explain:  Explain what you mean. Support your reasons/facts with evidence. 

· Green Light = Go BACK: this is where you write your conclusion 

Sample outline for writing a persuasive paragraph: 
Introduction: State your position.
· Reason #1:
· Example 
· Example
· Reason #2:
· Example 
· Example
· Reason #3:
· Example 
· Example
· Reason #4: Counterargument – other point of view
· Example 
· Example
Conclusion: Restate your position. Leave something for the reader to remember. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Guided Outline for the Paper with Sample Transitions: 
Introduction: 
(Something I should know before I begin to read your paper) ______________________________________________________________________
_____________________. (Thesis statement) ________________________________
___________________________________________________________. (Essay plan) ______________________________________________________________________.
Body Paragraph #1: 
(Topic Sentence) __________________________________________ (transition) obviously ___________________________________. For example, ______________
_____________________________________________________________________ because ______________________________________________________________.
In addition, _____________________________________________________ because
_____________________________________. Furthermore, ____________________
_________________________because _____________________________________.
(Concluding Sentence – which makes a final statements that reflects your TS)________ _____________________________________________________________________.

Body Paragraph #2: 
(Topic Sentence) __________________________________________ (transition) obviously ___________________________________. For example, ______________
_____________________________________________________________________ because ______________________________________________________________.
In addition, _____________________________________________________ because
_____________________________________. Furthermore, ____________________
_________________________because _____________________________________.
(Concluding Sentence – which makes a final statements that reflects your TS)________ _____________________________________________________________________.

Body Paragraph #3: 
(Topic Sentence) __________________________________________ (transition) obviously ___________________________________. For example, ______________
_____________________________________________________________________ because ______________________________________________________________.
In addition, _____________________________________________________ because
_____________________________________. Furthermore, ____________________
_________________________because _____________________________________.
(Concluding Sentence – which makes a final statements that reflects your TS)________ _____________________________________________________________________.

Conclusion: 
(Transition) (Re-focus on the thesis, i.e., I’ve read your paper how could I look at your topic now?) ___________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________.
(Summary/review: what key ideas should I remember when I think of your topic?
-- perhaps two-three) ____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
____________________________. (Closure: an idea that FINALLY ends the
paper; perhaps it refers to the topic of the introduction.) _________________________
_____________________________________________________________________.
