
JUDICIAL BRANCH





CONSTITUTIONAL COURT


19 members are nominated by President but subject to confirmation by Council of Federation.


Empowered to consider the constitutionality of actions of the president, the parliament, and lower-level governments. (judicial review)  


Tends to uphold the sovereignty of the federal law over the rights of the constituent territories. 





PRESIDENT


(Head of State)


Vladimir Putin


May issue presidential decrees with the force of law 


Appoints PM, governors and Cabinet


Directly oversees the ministries and other bodies concerned with coercion, law enforcement, and state security. 


Sets overall policy in foreign and domestic domains. 


In practice, government answers to President rather than Parliament.  


 “guarantor of the constitution”, and “commander in chief of armed forces.”


Oversees supervisory and advisory commissions. 


Security Council (all security related agencies)and State Council (heads of regional governments)


6 years, limited to 2 consecutive terms





LEGISLATIVE BRANCH


(Parliament)





RUSSIA


Federal System (Asymmetric)


Mixed-Presidential/Parliamentary





EXECUTIVE BRANCH





CABINET AND OTHER ADVISERS


Cabinet-a council of high-ranking members of government. 


Divided in the Parliament and the Prime Minister AND the President





STATE DUMA


(lower house)


450 seats


5 years terms; elected by proportional representation *Mixed starting 2016


Must receive minimum 7% of votes to have representation.


Has the right to originate legislation, must go to Federation Council for approval.  If rejects changes, can override the Federation Council by 2/3 vote and send the bill directly to the President.  


If President refuses to sign a bill, it returns to the Duma. Then, they may pass it with the president’s proposed amendments by a simple absolute majority, or override the veto (2/3 vote required).  





FEDERATION COUNCIL


(upper house)


178 seats


The chief executives and legislative assemblies of all 89 subjects of the federation select full-time representatives to the Federation council.


Once bill passed Duma, can pass it, accept it, or reject it.  





SUPREME COURT


Nominated by the President and confirmed by the Federation Council.  


Hears cases referred from lower courts and issues instructions to lower courts on judicial matters.  Does NOT have the power to challenge the constitutionality of laws and other official actions of legislative and executive bodies.  





President nominates governors for 7 federal districts


Regional Level:  89 territorial subjects of the federation


Appx. 13,000 local governments





Nominates





PRIME MINISTER


(Head of Government)


Dmitri Medvedev


Duma may vote to deny confidence in the government.  


Responsible for economic and social policy





ELECTORATE (80% Russian)








