CHINA

KEY POINTS:


23 provinces, 5 autonomous regions , 5 municipalities


Chinese Government is subordinate to Chinese Communist Party.


Socialist market economy








*Real power lies with the Communist Party (CCP) which is only about 8% of the population*





NATIONAL PARTY CONGRESS


More than 2000 delegates chosen mostly from lower congresses; only meets every 5 years





Appoints


 with NPC approval





PREMIER


(Head of Government)


Li Kequiang 


must have NPC approval�they may serve up to two consecutive five-year terms 


Heads State Council


Organizes and administers the civil bureaucracy 


This includes ensuring that departments, ministries, commissions, and certain agencies run smoothly according to policy 


Announce candidates for vice-premiers to the NPC


Heads the National Defense Mobilization Committee 


Implements government policy








ELECTORATE





Politburo


Ratifies policy decisions





Politburo Standing Committee (and elders in 1980s to mid-1990s)


Decides and coordinates major policy decisions





Leading Small Groups


Consider policy options in coordination with functional organizations at third tier; recommend policy decisions to Politburo Standing Committee





Party Departments and Government Ministries and Commissions


Act as staff for leading small groups; conduct policy research, sponsor policy experiments, draft policy documents, channel policy information upward and decisions downward.





POLICY MAKING IN CHINA





Led by General Secretary 


(Xi Jinping)





Elects Politburo (who are the political elites that oversee policy)





Elects Central Committee (who maintains powers of the People’s Congress between sessions)





COMMUNIST PARTY





LEGISLATIVE BRANCH


(National People’s Congress)


 “rubberstamp” legislature.


National People’s Congress is the highest level of state power- meets annually for 2 week periods.


NPC delegates are elected by the armed forces and delegates of provincial-level congresses for a term of five years


The number of delegates elected is set in accordance to law; this body is typically very large (2, 987 members)





PRESIDENT


(Head of State)


Xi Jinping


Responsible for foreign affairs


Establishes general policy/direction for state.








EXECUTIVE BRANCH


(State Council)


Composed of Premier, cabinet of vice-premiers, state councilors, ministers, auditor general, and secretary general


Vice-premiers are nominated by the Premier and appointed by the President with NPC approval








CHINESE CONSTITUTION








