Good Thinker: Outline Format
Steps:

1) Annotate your article, ie. Read with your pen
a. Label the author’s thesis (mark TH)
b. Label pieces of evidence (EV 1, EV2 etc)
c. Star (*) the items/sentences that you agree with
d. Question (?) Items/sentences that you have questions about – write the questions in the margins!!
e. Label any counterarguments – CA
f. Make connections in the margins to…
i. Your background knowledge
ii. Topics discussed in class
iii. Other articles

2) Complete an outline analysis on a separate piece of paper- see format below
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Outline – Complete this on a separate piece of paper.  May be typed (not required)
Basic Information

· Title of Article

· Author

· Source

· Date

· Working Thesis (yours for your research paper)

I. Description: What is the author’s thesis claim/statement? (Clearly state in one sentence)
II. Analysis- List 2-3 Arguments made in the article. Then, for each argument- quote the evidence given to support (stating pg/parag. #)


A) What are the authors’ arguments?  List each one separately. (You should have 3-4 of these)

1)  What proof/evidence is being offered?  He/She states facts, presents evidence from the article (paraphrase from the article or quote- entire quote not necessary) Pg/Par# 

B) What are the counterarguments that he/she presents?


1) What proof/evidence is being offered?

III. Critique- means to "judge,” evaluate the book, make an informed judgment about the truth or validity of the work.  Judging is not the same as expressing a preference, stating a feeling or voicing prejudice.  When we judge, we make a decision on the basis of explicit criteria that we accept as true.  For each letter, give a reason below or state its’ fallacy.

A) Any Inconsistencies? Did he/she contradict him/herself?

B) Did you recognize any bias?  If so, in which direction is it leaning, site examples

C)   Does the article make valid logical moves?  Or are the arguments fallacious?

IV. Question - Create 3 questions you have after reading the article/book?  Remember we are looking for higher levels of questioning- interpretive, in-depth meaning, application to “real world”

