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Analyzing and Comparing Constitutions – Estados Unidos Mexicanos
Directions: Let’s dive deep into each of state’s constitutions/laws. Each time we complete an analysis of a constitution – or the laws related to a state – it will count towards a Major Grade for the last six weeks. You may, and should, work in groups. THINK! Go in depth with the constitution. Use a critical lens but try not to quickly judge how a constitution is written. Connect the unit readings, current events, and lectures (as well as your awesome prior knowledge) to figure out why a state’s constitution represents its social and political needs. Do NOT memorize each of the constitutions. Rather, think about how they are useful tools for understanding the themes of the course: Sovereignty, Authority and Power; Political Institutions; Citizens, Society and the State; Political and Economic Change, and Public Policy. Think about the on-going processes of free market, suprantionalism, globalization, and democratization. Attach separate sheets of paper to the back of this handout. Yes, write down (you may summarize) the constitutional sections you are discussing for each of the questions below. I hope you read these instructions. 
Estados Unidos Mexicanos: Ratified in 1917.
1. Identify and describe 5 political items of the constitution that you find intriguing, interesting, or important to understand Mexico’s social and political situation. 
2. Identify and describe 5 social items of the constitution or issues mentioned in the constitution that are unique to Mexico.
3. Identify 2 things that you find are unique to the set up/format of Mexico’s constitution that you have never seen in a constitution before. (This response will get easier once we dive deeper into other constitutions and start comparing).
4. Identify a specific policy issue that is mentioned in the constitution? Why do you think that was included? (Think history of the country)
5. Which pieces/articles can be used when comparing the political foundations of another country? Which ones most likely can’t? Why?
6. What is your overall opinion in the way Mexico’s government is set up? (avoid the ethnocentric brain, please).
Resources:

https://www.constituteproject.org/search?lang=en 

http://confinder.richmond.edu/
http://coachphelan44.weebly.com
